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Where to fish?

Thisfishing report can help guide you to the fishing
experience you're after. For more ideas, go to
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Let’s go fishing!

www.fishingwisconsin.org then click on “Where to
Fish.” Or find public fishing areas and stream easements

by using DNR’s online mapping tool at dnr.wi.gov/org/

land/facilities/dnr_lands_mapping.html.

A trio of lake-related Web pages also offersmore

good ideas and infor mation:

e Lake Maps at dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/lakes/| akemap/
« The Wisconsin Lake Book at dnr.wi.gov/org/water/fhp/
lakes/list/#l akebook
« Water quality data and reports at dnr.wi.gov/org/water/
fhp/lakes/lakesdatabase.asp
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Need a fishing license?

3 quick and convenient ways:

o Call toll free at 1-877-945-4236

* Go online to www.wildlifelicense.com

« Visit any license agent location or DNR
service center

Need to borrow fishing tackle?

Rods and reels, hooks and other fishing equipment are avail able from some
state parks and DNR offices. If you want to take a large group fishing, call
ahead to reserve equipment and consider taking an angler education instructor
course. Find alist of loaner sites and more information on introducing kids to
fishing online at www.fishingwisconsin.org then look under “Kids, Parents,

Fabulous fisheries projects

Walleye, sturgeon return

to Milwaukee River

Walleye and lake sturgeon cruising the
Milwaukee River are the latest signs of
hope and progressfor ariver that once was
an open sewer for the state's largest city.
Decades of pollution cleanup efforts and
some key dam removal s have made theriver
more hospitableto fish and allowed the De-
partment of Natural Resourcesto carry out
its goals of restoring native species to the
state’s waters.

Brad Eggold, southern Lake Michigan fish-
eriessupervisor, releaseslake sturgeon fin-
gerlings into the Milwaukee River as part
of an effort to restore the fish to the river
and Wisconsin waters of Lake Michigan.
Photo: Bob Queen

Projectsto return walleye and lake stur-
geon to the Milwaukee reached milestones
in 2004. Nearly 60,000 extended growth
Great Lakesstrain walleyefingerlingshave
been stocked in the Lower Milwaukee River
since 1995, and an extensive research ef-
fort to evaluate the stocking’s effect
wrapped up in 2004.

Early on in the project, DNR fish biolo-
gists analysis of the contents of walleye
stomachs spurred the agency to move the
stocking location to avoid walleye preying
on young chinook salmon also stocked in
the Milwaukee River. Since then, research
by DNR Southern Lake Michigan fisher-
ies staff Pradeep Hirethota, Thomas
Burzynski, Brad Eggold and Jim Thomp-
son has revealed that the stocked walleye
have shown good survival, grew faster than
the statewide average, and matured, al-
though no documented successful natural
reproduction has occurred.

The fish have provided fishing opportu-
nities for a growing and significant num-
ber of anglers, with most anglers practic-
ing catch-and-release.

Based on those findings, DNR, as of late
December 2004, had prepared a new draft
walleye restoration plan calling for contin-
ued stocking for up to five yearsto increase
the odds that mature male and female
fish encounter one another in the river
system and reproduce naturally. Both the
research report and the draft management
plan can be found online at dnr.wi.gov/
org/water/fhp/fish/lakemich/
managementreports.htm.

Lake sturgeon restoration efforts got a
big boost in December 2004 with the re-
lease of 2,000 eight-inch |ake sturgeon fin-
gerlings raised at the Wild Rose State Fish
Hatchery. The release, the fifth so far in
recent years, further improvesthe oddsthat,

For more projects, see pages 4-5

after morethan acentury, Wisconsin'slarg-
est and longest-lived fish will once again
cruise the river on their spawning runs.

Alsoin 2004, six adult sturgeon with ra-
dio transmitters were stocked in the river.
In previousyears, 64,000 | ake sturgeon lar-
vaeand 200 yearlings, or year-old fish, were
stocked in the river.

Their return to the Milwaukee River capi-
talizeson significant gainsin water quality
resulting from DNR'’s program requiring all
wastewater dischargers to meet pollution
limits, and the public and privateinvestment
in upgrading municipal and industrial
wastewater treatment plants that followed,
according to Will Wawrzyn, DNR’s Mil-

waukee River fish biologist. State and lo-
cal efforts to reduce polluted runoff from
farmsand urban areas al so have helped, and
the complete removal in 1997 of the North
Avenue Dam by the City of Milwaukee,
DNR and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, allowed that stretch of the
Milwaukee River to run freely for the first
time since 1835. DNR completed some
major habitat improvement activitiesin the
formerly impounded areathat have helped
spur the return of a variety of native fish.
Thirty species have been documented since.
Now walleye and | ake sturgeon havejoined
the roster.

Barron County smallie habitat gets boost

In May 2004, DNR fisheries staff in Barron partnered with more than 40 Rice Lake
High School junior and seniors and installed 100 half-log structures in Red Cedar Lake
in northeastern Barron County. The half-logs provide overhead cover for smallmouth
bass during spawning periods as well as refuge for many fish species throughout the
year. Dan Graff, local biology teacher from Rice Lake, was the project coordinator. -
Heath Benike, fisheries biologist, Barron



There are many reasons why fishing in
Wisconsin is great — from our vast num-
bers of lakes and streams to our wide va-
riety of fish species. But the most impor-
tant reason isyou! Wisconsin anglers buy
fishing licenses and stamps, and pay a
federal excise tax on fishing tackle. All
of that money goes directly to pay for
DNR fish management activities that
make fishing better in Wisconsin.

The trout you caught in that section of
stream that never used to havefish isprob-
ably there because DNR used your trout
stamp dollars to improve the habitat.

That chinook you caught in Lake
Michigan, the brookieyou pulledin from

Dear Wisconsin Angler,

aClass2 or 3trout stream, and the musky
you fought on a Category 0, 2, 3 or 4
musky water probably camefrom aDNR
hatchery, as did that lunch you enjoyed
from a stocked walleye water.

The special fishing place you go to es-
cape may only be open to you because
DNR has purchased land or secured an
easement to allow for public fishing.

The public boat ramp or fishing pier
you launched from was probably built or
at least partially paid for by DNR.

Your children may have learned to fish
at a DNR-sponsored aquatic education
class.

And that trophy you caught isthere be-
cause the DNR conductsfisheries surveys
and uses that information to set appropri-
ate season, bag and size limits.

Our fish biologists, technicians and
hatchery personnel may do the work, but
Wisconsin anglers deserve the credit for
being willing to pay for and support these
programs, as well as offer their time,
money and talents on many specific fish-
eries projects. As you enjoy another out-
standing year of fishing in Wisconsin, |
hope you' |l agree that the modest cost of
afishing licenseisan investment that pays
big returns for Wisconsin's anglers!

Please have a great year of fishing and
we'll see you on the water!

Sincerely,

Mike Staggs,

Director Bureau of Fisheries
Management and Habitat Protection

Your Investment In
Great Wisconsin Fishing

Here’'swhat DNR fisheries management
does to help you land that trophy, enjoy a
shore lunch, or fill your stringer:

» Maintain anetwork of fish biologistsand
technicians across the state — 93 percent
of our fisheries staff are in local offices
or hatcheries so they're where the work
isand canwork directly with areaanglers
and groups. You can find your local bi-
ologist in our online directory.

Conduct scientifically based fisheries
management work on 15,000 inland lakes
and 44,000 miles of inland stream in 71
counties, as well as on Wisconsin waters
of Lake Superior and Lake Michigan. We
monitor fish populations and angler and
commercial harvest, set and eval uate har-
vest regulations and stocking quotas, plan
and implement habitat restoration and im-
provement projects, and review stocking,
fish farm and water regul ation permits. We
also conduct educational and cooperative
activitieswith the public, and every year,
sampl e fish populations and habitat qual-
ity on as many as 500 stream sites and
200 lakes. Some of that datais now avail-
able online.

Improve trout stream habitat using dedi-
cated funds from inland trout stamp rev-
enues supplemented by regular operating
funds. Each year the $1.1 million raised
by the sale of trout stamps and patron li-
censesis spent to restore and improve 25
to 30 miles of degraded trout streams.
More than 600 miles have been improved

Habitat 1s where It’s at!

Wisconsin's great fishing depends less
on stocking, fishing regulations and other
attention-grabbing management toolsand
more on safeguarding good habitat and
water quality, according to the state’s top
fisheries official and a growing body of
research.

“Habitat protection, restoration and man-
agement is the most cost effective way to
maintain good fishing,” says Mike Staggs,
who leads Wisconsin's fisheries program.
“Fish survive and reproduce in good num-
berswhen the water quality and habitat are
good — and that's all free.”

More than 90 percent of Wisconsin wa-
tersare supported entirely by natural repro-
duction and do not need stocking. Assur-
ing these waters have good water quality
and habitat is a major focus and funding
priority, reflected in the official name —
the Fisheries Management and Habitat Pro-
tection program.

In addition to biologists and technicians,
the program employs expertsin protecting
habitat and managing lakes and rivers. The
fishing licensesand stamps anglers buy pay
for traditional fish management staff and
activities, but federal funds, motorboat gas
tax revenues, permit review fees and gen-
eral purpose revenues variously pay for
habitat protection and lake management
staff and activities.

Together, these staff pursued an array of
activities in 2004 that benefited fish and
anglers. For example, they:

* Improved trout habitat on 28 milesof trout
streams statewide.

* Improved habitat for warmwater fish on
several dozen waters.

» Worked with DNR lands staff to acquire
1,102 acres at $2,914,981 for state public
fishery areas and access.

* Awarded 111 DNR Lake Planning grants
totaling $900,000 to local governments
and lake organizationsto devel op assess-
ments, comprehensive management plans
and related educational efforts to benefit
lake water quality and habitat.

» Awarded 24 DNR Lake Protection Grants
totaling more than $2 million to local
governments and lake groups to acquire
habitat and environmentally sensitive
lands, restore wetlands and shoreland
habitat, and control polluted runoff.

 Wrote administrative rules to establish a
new grant program to help control zebra

mussels and other aguatic invasive spe-
ciesand awarded 29 grantstotaling nearly
$500,000 to local governments for their
control and prevention projects.

» Met with thousands of |ake and riverfront
property owners to advise them on how
todesign, build and locate their shoreline
projects to avoid or minimize damaging
critical habitat.

Staggs, habitat protection chief Mary
Ellen Vollbrecht and other habitat protec-
tion staff also invested significant time and
effort in 2004 in revising administrative
rulesto reflect anew law that significantly
changed Wisconsin’s shoreline project per-
mit and review system. DNR’swork focused
on assuring the proposed rules met lawvmak-
ers goals of giving waterfront property
owners faster, more consistent decisions
without weakening protections for critical
habitat along public lakes and rivers.

Recent studies in Wisconsin and else-
where underscore the vital link between
good habitat and good fishing:

* Good naturally reproducing muskellunge
populations have on average only 20 per-
cent of their shoreline developed while
poor muskellunge populations have on
average 40 percent of their shoreline
developed.!

* Bluegill production is 2.5 times higher
in lakes with no development versus
developed lakes.?

Wisconsin fishing
by the numbers

159 fish species
15,000 lakes, 44,000 river miles
1.4 million licensed anglers
22 million fishing days annually
Second only to Florida in number of
nonresident fishing days
69 million fish caught annually,
31 million kept
$2.3 hillion in economic activity
$100 million in state income and
sales tax revenues

2 ?;?9 Fish Wisconsin! www.fishingwisconsin.org

K

* Trout populations are eliminated in wa-
tersheds with more than 11 percent of the
land impervious to water as a result of
being paved over or built over. ®

 The amount of woody cover and aquatic
plant growth for fish cover declines ex-
ponentially with the amount of shoreline
development* ®

The bottom line, Staggs says, “isif you
want great fishing — then you have to pro-
tect fish habitat.”

References:

L ake characteristicsinfluencing spawning suc-
cess of muskellunge in northern Wisconsin lakes.
2002.A.J. Rust, J.S. Diana, T. L. Margenau and C.
J. Edwards. North American Journal of Fisheries
Management 22:834-841.

2 Patterns of fish growth along aresidential de-
velopment gradient in north temperate |akes. 2000.
D. E. Schindler, S. I. Geib and M. R. Williams.
Ecosystems 0:1-10.

3 Watershed urbanization and changes in fish
communities in southeastern Wisconsin streams.
2000. L. Wang, J. Lyons, P. Kanehl, R. Bannerman
and E. Emmons. Journal of the American Water
Resources Association 36(5):1173-1189.

4Impacts of lakeshore residential development
on coarse woody debris in north temperate lakes.
1996. D.L. Christensen, B.R. Herwig, D.E.
Schindler and S. R. Carpenter. Ecologica Appli-
cations 6:1143-1149.

5 Consequences of human lakeshore develop-
ment on emergent and floating-leaf vegetation
abundance. 2001. P. Radomski and T. J. Goeman.
North American Journal of Fisheries Management
21:46-61.
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since the program began in 1979. Every
two yearswe publish afull accounting of
the use of the trout stamp funds. Copies
are available at DNR offices or online.
Produce up to 80 million fish a year for
stocking. We operate 13 state fish hatch-
eries and rearing stations, three egg col-
lection weirs, and 10 to 15 fish produc-
tion ponds. We annually produce 7.6 mil-
liontrout and salmon fingerlings and year-
lings, 5 million musky, walleye, bass, pike
and sturgeon fingerlings, and up to 50 mil-
lion fry for stocking in about 15 percent
of state waters. In 2006, long overdue re-
construction isto begin at the Wild Rose
State Fish Hatchery. Our online stocking
database allowsyou to find how many fish
were stocked in your favorite waters.
Carry out federally required monitoring
of walleye and musky fish populations,
and state and tribal harvest in the ceded
territory’s 860 walleye and 665 musky
lakes. Comprehensive monitoring ensures
that fish popul ationsare not overharvested
and remain healthy. Monitoring results
and other information are available online.
Monitor sport and commercial fish popu-
lations and harvest in Lake Michigan and
L ake Superior, operatethreelarge vessels,
set harvest quotas and regul ations, set and
evaluate stocking quotas, and cooperate
with other states and provinces. Sales of
the Great L akes Salmon and Trout stamp
provide funds for the stocking necessary
to maintain salmon and trout fisheries.
Every two yearswe publish afull account-
ing of how we use these funds. Copies
are available from DNR offices or online
on our Lake Michigan web pages.
Protect critical habitat and provide fish-
ing access by purchasing land and ease-
mentsfromwilling sellers. Over theyears,
we've acquired almost 120,000 acres of
fishery lands and stream easements. You
can find these lands using amapping tool
on DNR’s Web site.

Develop and maintain boat launches and
shore fishing piers across the state. Di-
rectories and listings of placesto fish, in-
cluding accessible fishing opportunities,
are available online.

Sample fish populations for mercury,
PCBs and other potentially harmful con-
taminants. We have documented that the
vast mgority of watersin Wisconsin have
large populations of fish that are very
healthy to eat on aregular basis. Each year
we publish afish health advisory for sport
caught fish which identifies those waters
or species and sizes of fish for which an-
glers should avoid or limit their fish con-
sumption. Copies of the advisory are
available from any DNR office or online.
Train anetwork of volunteer aquatic edu-
cation instructors and sponsor kids fish-
ing clinicsand education classes. Today’s
children aretomorrow’sanglersand stew-
ards of our aquatic resources. Each year
up to 15,000 children participate in this
DNR sponsored program. Find more in-
formation and aschedule of clinicsonline
or by calling our aguatic resources edu-
cator, Theresa Stabo, (608) 266-2272.
Ensureyou havethelatest information on
fish, aguatic resources, fishing opportu-
nities, and DNR programs. We do thisby
maintaining a comprehensive Web site:
http//www.fishingwisconsin.org which
haslinksto recent newsreleases, staff di-
rectories, searchable fish stocking, fish
population and creel survey databases,
places to go fishing, lands and access di-
rectories, the latest fishing information,
and DNR publications and reports. We
also publish regulation summaries, infor-
mational brochures, maps and educational
materials. Two popular documentsare our
trout stream book which contains descrip-
tions and maps of al trout streamsin the
state, and the lakes directory which lists
all lakes in the state with information
about location, size, access and fish spe-
cies present. Copies of most publications
can be downloaded from our Web site.



Brown trout 1s one of six state records set in 2004
36+ pounder likely a DNR hatchery fish

ALGOMA, Wis. — After Richard
Crowe of Ankeny, lowa, hauled in a state
record- setting brown trout from Lake
Michigan, he wasn't the only one grinning
and passing around photos.

State fish hatchery staff werefeeling like
proud parents. The 36-pound, 8.9 ounce
brown trout that Crowe landed Aug. 23,
2004, on his first-ever charter fishing trip
to Lake Michigan was likely a fish raised
by a Department of Natural Resources
hatchery.

DNR’s annual stocking of trout and
salmon is necessary to maintain the Lake
Michigan fishery because fish don’t suc-

If you catch afish that may beastate
record follow these tips:

e Don'tcleanor, if at al possible, freeze
the fish.

* Keep the fish cool, preferably onice

* Get the fish weighed as soon as pos-
sible on a certified scale (usually
found in grocery, hardware stores,
etc.) and witnessed by an observer.

* Contact the nearest DNR Service Cen-
ter to get the fish species positively
identified and to find out whether the
fish isactualy a state record.

* Obtain and complete arecord fish ap-
plication, available at DNR Service
Centers or downloadable from
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/
fish/record/3brecord.htm

* If possible, take a photo of you hold-
ing your prize catch and send it in to
the DNR Bureau of FisheriesManage-
ment & Habitat Protection, Box 7921,
Madison, Wis., 53707, in care of Karl
Scheidegger.

cessfully naturally reproducein Wisconsin
waters of the big lake.

Crowe'scatch erased the previousrecord
by more than a pound and, at 40.5 inches
in length, was 2 inches longer, according
to Karl Scheidegger, the fish biologist who
maintains state fish records for the DNR.

Crowe's catch was the fifth state record
established in Wisconsin in 2004, but the
year's first for a game fish. Many of the
more than 25 records that have fallen since
1999 have been for more unusual fish, such
as the quillback carpsucker, the mooneye,
and the burbot, reflecting in part increased
public awareness of existing state records
as aresult of DNR’s online listing of state
record fish, Scheidegger says.

It also reflects Wisconsin's diversity of
fish: 159 fish speciesin 27 families, 14 of
them introduced nonnative species.

Other anglersclaiming new staterecords
in 2004, in chronological order are;

* Jamie Slifer of Eau Claire set anew spear-
ing record for common carp with a 48
pound, 3 ounce haul from Lake Eau
Claire.

* Michael Matthew of Buffalo City set a
new spearing record for bowfin with a7
pound, 6.9 ounce fish from the Missis-
sippi River in Buffalo County.

* David R. Tilton of Janesville caught a73-
pound, 1.6-ounce bigmouth buffalo on
Lake Koshkonong in Jefferson County
that demolished the previousrecord of 54
pounds.

* Glenn F. Fields of Berlin caught a 1
pound, 13 ounce northern hog sucker in
the Fox River in Green Lake County.

¢ Daniel Kane of EIm Grove caught an 8.5
inch, 4 ounce creek chub from Honey
Creek in Milwaukee County.

Stocking

Fiscal year 2003-04 DNR Production Summary— hatcheries, ponds, and co-op ponds

Species Total Fish Small Large Yearling  Adult
Stocked Fingerling Fingerling

Brook Trout 319,984 194,297 55,965 64,992 977

Brown Trout 2,374,247 758,361 753,808 824,919 5,232

Chinook Salmon 1,513,763 1,513,763

Coho Salmon 534,176 255,085 279,091

Hybrid Muskellunge 549 549

Lake Sturgeon 48,768 20,971 24,904 2,893

Lake Trout 205,907 35,900 132,314 37,693

Largemouth Bass 118,591 118,591

Muskellunge 144,644 144,396 248

Northern Pike 3,936 1,776 2,160

Rainbow Trout 781,895 196,797 28,700 542,671 1,827

Sauger 4,000 4,000

Smallmouth Bass 4,950 4,950

Splake 119,573 25,485 94,088

Walleye 4,791,175 4,700,482 90,693

Fish stocking information online

Anglers can go online to learn where
the state stocksfish. The Web siteisfound
at www.fishingwisconsin.org, then look
under “Wisconsin fish” and select “ stock-
ing.” The direct URL is www.dnr.state.
wi.us/org/water/fhp/fish/pages/
stocking.shtml.

TheWeb sitefeatures an interactive map
of Wisconsin that allows people to easily
retrieve and view or print astocking report
for aparticular county, all countiesat once,
Lake Michigan, or Lake Superior.

“Ninety percent of Wisconsin's waters
already have outstanding game or
panfishing entirely dueto natural reproduc-
tion, but stocking is an important compo-
nent of the 10 to 15 percent of Wisconsin
watersthat are stocked,” saysMike Staggs,
who directs the DNR Fisheries Manage-

ment and Habitat Protection program.
“ Stocking helps restore or maintain fisher-
ies in these waters, expanding opportuni-
tiesfor anglers”

Staggs cautionsthat whether awaterbody
is stocked or not is not always agood indi-
cator of how good the fishing will be. But
the stocking database should hel p steer trout
anglersto good action on Class 2 and 3 trout
waters, and to musky hunters fishing Cat-
egory 0, 2, 3, and 4 musky waters. These
waters generally rely on stocking for good
fishing. Listings of Class 2 and 3 trout wa-
ters, and of all categories of musky waters,
can befound at wwwfishingwisconsin. org,
then scroll down and select “Whereto fish”
and look for “Wisconsin Trout Streams” or
“Musky Waters.”

Richard Crowe' sfirst Lake Michigan charter fishing trip will be tough to beat. The Ankeny,

lowa man landed a new state record brown trout, a 36-pound, 8-ounce fish caught near
Algoma with captain Andy Guth. Photo: Kevin Naze

To read about state record fish, go online to
www.fishingwisconsin.org, then look under
“Wisconsin fish” for “record fish.”

Groundbreaking for Wild Rose
Hatchery renovation set for 2006

The state expects to break ground next
year on a major renovation of Wild Rose
State Fish Hatchery, a century-old work-
horse of Wisconsin's system to raise and
stock fish.

If work goes according to plan, detailed
blueprints will be drawn up during 2005
and groundbreaking would occur in win-
ter or spring 2006. The work would be
done in phases through 2009 to spread
out the costs and minimize disruptionsin
fish production.

Aging facilitiesand water supply issues
at the hatchery, which the state bought in
1908, are threatening its ability to con-
tinue meeting the demand for itsfish, the
majority of which are stocked inthe Great
L akes. Wild Rose now produces fully 27
percent of the trout and salmon, 64 per-
cent of the northern pike, and 100 per-
cent of lake sturgeon and spotted musky
stocked statewide, according to Al Kaas,
statewide fish propagation coordinator.

Renovating Wild Rose will require
building essentially two new facilities —
acoldwater hatchery for trout and salmon
and a coolwater hatchery for northern,
musky, walleye and sturgeon. It also will
require abandoning some existing build-
ings, which are now located in former
wetlands, and restoring the wetlands.

The renovation will be done in two
phases to alow the hatchery to continue
producing fish during construction.

Once completed, the project will allow
the agency to comply with groundwater and
wetland protection rules written since the
hatchery was built. It will aso alow the
hatchery to accomodate new or additional
production of fishfor the Great L akes, Kaas
says. Feral rainbow trout for stocking in
Lake Michigan, small fingerling walleye,
pike and sturgeon, and large fingerling
northern and sturgeon, are among the in-
creased or new fish production planned.

The state budget approved for 2004-05
included approval for $12.5 million of
bonding authority for Phase | of the hatch-
ery renovation, Kaas says. Primary fund-
ing for construction of Phase 1 would come
from sale of fishing licenses, Great Lakes
salmon stamps, and DNR’s federal Sport
Fish Restoration grant.

DNR aso will use funds from the Fox
River environmental restoration settlement
for parts of the hatchery that produce fish
for restocking Green Bay and surrounding
waters. No general purpose tax dollars are
being used for this project, Kaas says.

... Prevent the Spread
of Invasive Species

= Clean Boats . . . Clean Waters

Anchorand Lines, gt gucketfivewell~,

Transom
v Well

L Idv>
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— —— Rollers and Bunks*

BEFORE Leaving the Boat Launch:
Inspect and remove aquatic plants and animals.
Drain or flush water from live well, bilge, motor, etc.
Dispose of unwanted live bait in the trash

For more information, contact your local DNR Service Center
or visit http//dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/invasives
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Fabulous fisheries projects

Trout stream access
increased

Trout anglerswill have nearly five miles
of continuous public accessto one of south
central Wisconsin's popular Class 1 trout
fishing streams. In 2004, DNR lands and
fisheries staff worked together to acquire
77 acres and about 4,000 feet of frontage
on each bank of the upper reaches of Big
Spring Creek in Grant and lowa counties.
Thereisone mile of DNR-managed public
trout water above this parcel and another
three miles of public easements down-
stream; this parcel connected the two to
allow five miles of continuous public ac-
cess to one of the region’s high quality
brook trout streams. The purchase was
among the 1,102 acres DNR acquired in
fiscal year 2004 for state public fishery
areas. - Doug Haag, real estate specialist,
Madison

Dam changes bring
recreation benefits

Anglers, canoeists, boaters, and other
recreation users should notice that levels
and flowsin thelower Flambeau River fluc-
tuate less throughout the day than they did
in the past, allowing better paddling, more
suitable habitat for fish and better fishing.

Theimprovements stem from Dairyland
Power Cooperative's agreement to change
routine operations at the Flambeau Hydro-
electric Station, the largest of eight hydro-
power generating facilities on the Flambeau
River. Since its construction in 1953, the
station has operated as a peaking facility,
storing water in its 1,900-acre reservoir
during the night and releasing flow at a
higher ratein themorning and evening. This
storage and release cycle reduced the
amount and the quality of aquatic habitat
in the impounded and free-flowing down-
stream river reaches. As part of the process
to renew its license with the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, Dairyland
Power worked with DNR staff to devisean
operating regime that would better mimic
natural river flowsto protect fish, wildlife,
and recreational opportunitiesin the Flam-
beau River without reducing the total
amount of energy generated. The utility has
also agreed to make other operating
changes at three smaller hydroelectric sta-
tions. Dairyland’sagreement will restore 15
miles of instream habitat in two free-flow-
ing river segments and 556 acres of reser-
voir habitat in two impoundments.

- Jeff Scheirer, fisheries biologist, Park
Falls

Plover River gets

extreme makeover

In 2004, DNR, in cooperation with land-
owners and Trout Unlimited, completed a
stream restoration on 5,000 feet of the Plo-
ver River in Marathon County from High-
way 153 upriver. The river channel had
filled up with sediment and widened as a
result primarily of past farming practices
and logging operations. Thework included
installing 14 wing deflectorstotaling 3,441
feet to narrow and deepen the stream chan-
nel, increase water flows, decrease water
temperatures and wash away unwanted
sedimentsto expose favorable substrate for
possible trout reproduction. Other work
included installing two islands and extend-
ing one natural island, strategically plac-
ing 300 large bouldersto provide mid-chan-
nel cover for fish, installing logs and other
woody debristo provide cover for fish, and
restoring flowing springs by cleaning out
the fallen tag ader or grass clogging the
springs. The partners also installed three
plunge pools using small boulders, and in-
stalled a sediment trap and seeded and
mulched all disturbed areasto prevent sedi-
ments washing downstream from the work
being done. The work has decreased the

stream channel from an average of 78.6 feet
wideand 1.28 feet deep to 50 feet wide and
2 feet deep. The stream bottom is now a
mixture of sand and gravel, and average
water flows have increased. The work sub-
stantially increased the amount of overhead
and mid-channel cover, created expansive
areas of backwater where planting aguatic
plantswould benefit waterfowl, deer, musk-
rats, and songbirds as well as reptiles and
amphibians. Future stream surveys are
planned to evaluate the use of this habitat
by trout and we may boost the population
by stocking native brook trout in areas pre-
viously uninhabitable by trout.

- Tom Meronek, fisheries biologist,
Wausau; Jason Spaeth, fisheries
technician, Wisconsin Rapids

Carp barrier restores

clear water, fish habitat

A carp barrier completed in February
2004 to keep large carp from entering
Page's Slough on the north side of Lake
Poygan in Winnebago County is already
improving water clarity and dramatically
increasing desirable aguatic plants. Carp
root around in bottom sediments for food,
making the water cloudy and uprooting
plants. The gate was closed in late March
2004 to prevent the passage of carp 18
inches and greater, while allowing all but
the largest of game fish to enter the 139-
acre Page’s Slough. The gateisto be opened
in September for thefall and winter. Arthur
Techlow, a DNR fisheries biologist on the
Lake Winnebago system, led the project,
which had a total cost of $115,728. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
contributed $25,000, matched by a DNR
Lake Protection Grant of $64,500 spon-
sored by the Lake Poygan Sportsmen’s
Club. The club’s own contribution covered
the balance of the project costs.

- Carroll Schaal, DNR |akes team |eader,
Madison

Bluegill fishery gets
break from wastewater

A oncethriving bluegill fishery inaniso-
lated backwater of the Upper Mississippi
River near La Crescent, Minn., may get a
reprieve from wastewater pollution, thanks
to yearsof Department of Natural Resources
staff water quality sampling. The LaCrosse
team’swater quality data, along with recent
fish and aquatic plant surveys, showed that
the backwater habitats were deteriorating
from pollutant levels in wastewater dis-
charged by La Crescent’s municipal waste-
water treatment plant. The data, collected
by DNR water quality specialists John
Sullivan, Jim Fischer, Terry Dukerschein
and other DNR staffers, demonstrated that
the isolated backwater area needed to be
treated more like alake than ariver when it
came to the wastewater allowed to be dis-
charged into it. Unlike rivers and streams,
the backwaters didn’t have the current to
help assimilate the wastewater. Those find-
ings are now spurring changes in how the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency regu-
latesthe LaCrescent municipal plant; it will
face upgrading to meet more restrictive ef-
fluent limits or could choose to relocate
where they discharge wastewater to a side
channel with flowing water. Rerouting the
wastewater, along with some additional
management measures, will help restore
wetland habitat, may help restore the blue-
gill fishery, and will certainly benefit other
aquatic life. Similar long-term monitoring
data from the Long Term Resource Moni-
toring program, which is federally funded
but carried out by Wisconsin and other states
along the Upper Mississippi, is also spark-
ing changesin how theVillage of Stoddard,
in Vernon County, operates its wastewater
treatment plant.
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DNR fisheries technician Cliff Sebero points out the former site of the Hemlock Damon
the Oconto River to Mike Donofrio, DNR fisheries supervisor at Peshtigo. The damwas
removed in 2004 and is expected to help improve stream temperatures for brook trout. A
secondary dam will be removed in 2005. Photo: Lee Meyers

Oconto River dam removals cool trout water

DNR’s Peshtigo fish crews in summer
2004 removed two old logging dams built
in the 1880s on the North Branch Oconto
River near Lakewood, clearing the way for
cooler water temperatures that will benefit
native brook trout. DNR fisheries techni-
cian Cliff Sebero and fisheries staff at
Peshtigo, along with DNR’s operations
crew for northeastern Wisconsin, worked
with the U.S. Forest Service to remove the
dams, which were located in the Nicolet
National Forest. They plan to do some
channel enhancement to complete the
project in 2005. Gravel and cobblethat had
been transported and piled up downstream
as a result of the plunge pool created by
thedam will beremoved in 2005. Thistwo-
phased approach to lowering water levels
alsowill alow the banksin the impounded
area to stabilize with vegetation, reducing
sediment that moves downstream.

The dam removal was fairly controver-
sial when first being considered, as severa
people used the impounded 1.7 miles of
river to duck hunt or fish for northern pike
by boat or canoe. Sebero worked with For-
est Service staff to conduct several public
meetings about the proposed project and
help collect dataon water temperatures and
fish community composition over the past
few years before the removal.

This effort will improve water tempera-
turesfor native brook trout in the previously
impounded reach, and will benefit down-
stream areasfor 5to 10 miles. Thisproject,
much of which was paid for by revenues
from sales of the Inland Trout Stamp, re-
cently received an award from the federal
government.

- Lee Meyers, fish expert, DNR
Northeastern Region

Big Muskego undergoes

big improvement

For decades, 2,600-acre Big Muskego
Lake was a turbid, algae-dominated water
generating little fishing or other recreation
even after treated sewage stopped flowing
into the lakein 1984. DNR and partnersin
1995 launched a multi-year reclamation
project that began with an 18-month water
level drawdown. We removed the carp-
dominated fish population, restocked 20
native fish species, enacted restrictive fish-
ing regulations to promote bio-manipula-
tion of algae-grazing zooplankton and con-
structed a mechanical and electrical carp
barrier to prevent carp from re-colonizing
the lake. Since the project, we've seen
marked improvementsin water clarity, our
electrofishing surveys are capturing more
desirable native fish, and desirable aquatic
plants now dominate. Despiteapartia win-
terkill of the fish popul ation and re-coloni-
zation by carp, thelakeremainsin theclear-
water state. Recognizing the “new” value
of the lake, Big Muskego has been desig-
nated as one of the few remaining “Land
Legacy” areasin southern Wisconsin, with
remaining open space along the lake being
preserved cooperatively by the City of
Muskego and DNR.

- Randy Schumacher, fisheries
supervisor, Waukesha

Quick action prevents
major fishkill

Anglers can reel in brown and rainbow
trout this year from Dougherty Creek in
Green County, thanks to round-the-clock
efforts by DNR staff, and the help of part-
ners, to prevent 200,000 gallons of liquid
manure from reaching the Class 2 trout
stream and causing a major fish kill. Al-
though the co-owner of a Green County
dairy farm immediately reported the ma-
nure spill to authorities after discovering it
in November 2004, the manure quickly
reached asmall, unnamed creek leading to

Dougherty Creek. DNR warden Jeff King,
fish biologists Don Bush and Kurt Welke,
DNR spill coordinator Ted Amman and
animal waste investigator Mike Vollrath
worked feverishly for two daysto dam the
unnamed creek in two spots to hold back
the manure and to pump it out and prevent
it from reaching Dougherty Creek. Com-
mercial waste haulersdid the bulk of pump-
ing during daylight hours, but DNR crews
stayed overnight to keep pumps running
and prevent manure from overtopping the
makeshift dams. Help and materials from
Green County’s Land Conservation and
Highway departments and the University
of Wisconsin Agricultural Research Station
were also critical in the effort.

Turtle Creek gets
accessible fishing
platform

Barron County has an abundance of trout
streamsthat, until recently, were accessible
only to anglers who could walk into them.
That changed in summer 2004 with thein-
stallation on Turtle Creek near Prairie Farm
of afishing platform that is accessible to
disabled anglers. Department of Natural
Resourcesfisheriesand lands staff, regional
field operations crew, and the Barron
County Parks Department, installed the
fishing platform. It’s the first of what fish
manager Heath Benike hopes will eventu-
ally beupto six accessiblefishing platforms
on the creek to allow disabled anglers to
enjoy trout fishing and benefit from exten-
sive habitat improvement projects on the
creek in recent years.

More than 3,000 feet of habitat restora-
tion has been completed upstream of the
platform over the past four years, with more
planned. And, in 2004, crews completed
restoration work on another 1,000 feet of
Turtle Creek to provide overhead cover and
refuge for trout, and mid-channel feeding
areas. “ Thisproject will improvetrout den-
sitiesin Turtle Creek, increase angler suc-
cess, and provide a unique opportunity for
anglers with disabilities,” Benike says.



Fabulous fisheries projects

Mississippi River backwater habitat restored

Over the past century, the Mississippi
River hasdramatically changed dueto man-
made disturbances, including construction
in the 1930s of a series of locks and dams
to regulate water levels and allow passage
for barges and other watercraft. Sincetheir
construction, many island complexes and
backwater |akesinthelower portion of each
pool were inundated with water or have
eroded away due to high water levels. The
loss of these backwater ake complexes —
critical over-wintering habitat to fish spe-
cies like bluegill, crappie, and largemouth
bass — can hurt these fish populations.

DNR has been working cooperatively
with the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and neighboring states to
restore aquatic habitat along Wisconsin's
“western” coast. Morethan 40 projectshave
been completed on Wisconsin's border
since 1986, with the majority of funding
from the federal government. Two projects
are chronicled here — one just completed
and another —regarded as one of the
“Seven Wonders of Engineering” — isre-
ally starting to pay off for anglers.

The Sunfish Lake project in lower Pool
11, near Dickeyville, was completed in
June 2004 to re-establish a backwater is-
land complex withisolated wetlands. Even-
tualy, fishwill usetherestoredisland com-
plex as over-wintering habitat, and in
spring, as a breeding ground and nursery
for young fish. The project involved back-
water dredging using a crane with a
clamshell bucket to obtain sand and mud
to construct the island. By summer 2005,
most of the water areain theisland will be
marshy with just alittle bit of open water.
While the needs for the fish species, like
bluegills and bass, have now been met in
the area, river managers say it will take up

to seven years to re-establish the fishery
from fry transported to the area by the Mis-
sissippi River’s current.

The Stoddard Islands project near
Stoddard, Wis., officialy known as Pool 8
Idands, Phase 1, Habitat Rehabilitation and
Enhancement Project, similarly aimed to
rebuild islands. The project, which encom-
passes about 600 acres, of which about 300
is high quality overwintering habitat, re-
ceived a2004 Award of Excellencefromthe
Corps, and was designated one of the* Seven
Wonders of Engineering” by the Minnesota
Society of Professional Engineers.

The reconstructed islands break wave
action and deflect the river’'s current, cre-
ating excellent habitat conditionsfor back-
water fish species like bluegill and large-
mouth bass. The vegetation that grows in
the area protected by the island provides
ample food for migratory waterfowl while
the islands restore nesting habitat. Within
four years of project completionin 1999, a
tremendous winter fishery was starting in
an area that previously had zero fishing
pressure. Now it's common to see 50 to 75
vehicles parked in the area. Literally hun-
dreds of peoplefish on nicedaysall winter
long on the backwater, and summer fish-
ing isalso very good, helping turn the area
into one of the Mississippi River's most
heavily fished backwaters on a per acre
basis. Thetestimony to the quality of habi-
tat restored was revealed during fall 2004
sampling when we saw no noticeable de-
cline in the quality of the fish population
despite the high year-to-year angling pres-
surein arelatively small area.

- Patrick Short, fisheries biologist,
Prairie du Chien; Jeff Janvrin,
Mississippi River habitat specialist, La
Crosse
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A 2004 DNR project to re-establish a backwater island complex on the Mississippi River
near Dickeyville will provide over-wintering habitat, a nursery and a spawning ground
for fish in coming years. The island is built from the outside in and is only partly com-

pleted in this photo. Photo: Jan Janvrin.

Turning Silver Lake golden again

Teamwork has put Silver Lake near
Manitowoc on the road to recovery. The
carp-infested, algae-clogged lake has been
undergoing a $750,000 restoration for the
past several yearsto improve water clarity,
restore the lake's ecological balance and
revive panfish and gamefish populations.
The Department of Natural Resources is
managing the restoration, in partnership
with the Manitowoc County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Department, Holy Fam-
ily Convent, Silver Lake College, the
Manitowoc County LakesAssociation, the
Silver Lake District, Manitowoc Fish and
Game, and many other groupsand individu-
als who have donated time and money.
DNR’s Lake Planning and Protection
Grants have provided most of the funding,
and Steve Hogler, aDNR fish biologist and
Tom Ward, the county conservationist, have
led the project.

The effort started in 2001 with construc-
tion of an earthen berm to separate Silver
Creek from Silver Laketo reroute polluted
runoff from entering the lake. Chemical

treatmentsin fall 2003 killed the rough fish
such as carp and bullheads, and an alum
treatment in spring 2004 aimed to bind up
phosphorus in lake bottom sediments to
keep it from spurring algae growth. Start-
ing inlate spring 2004, DNR began restock-
ing the lake with largemouth bass, north-
ern pike, walleye, yellow perch, bluegill,
pumpkinseed sunfish and forage minnows.
The county and the lakes association are
restoring the shoreline in Silver Lake Park
by planting natural vegetation and creating
three handicapped accessible public shore
fishing access points. So far, water quality
hasimproved and the stocked fish survived
to the fall in good numbers. The aguatic
plants haven’t come back as hoped for, and
other outstanding questions spur project
leadersto caution against declaring success
yet. However, thismuchisclear, saysMary
Gansberg, a DNR water resources biolo-
gist involved in the project, “The Silver
Lake project isan excellent example of the
good work that can be done when many
people and agencies work together.”

Health checks let “Kkings’

The fantastic chinook fishing anglers
have enjoyed for the past four yearsin Wis-
consin waters of Lake Michigan owesalot
to Sue Marcquenski, the Department of
Natural Resources fish health specialist.
Since bacterial kidney disease, BKD,
played amajor rolein chinook disease out-
breaksin Lake Michiganin the late 1980s,
Marcquenski and scientists at the Wiscon-
sin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
(WVDL) in Madison have conducted ex-
tensive testing to reduce the risk that BKD
would ever again take such a toll on the
salmon fishery. This testing begins each
year by screening adult salmon at DNR
spawning weirs to ensure that eggs from
healthy adult salmon are collected, hatched
and raised in state hatcheries. Marcquenski
removes kidney tissue from fish at each
spawning site. The lab tests the tissues,
which are part of the 25,000 tests they run
annually to assure the health of fish reared
at the 13 state hatcheries, and other large
adult broodfish from Lake Michigan, Lake
Superior and inland waters. In 2004,
Marcquenski successfully worked with the
lab to adopt new, more sensitivetesting that
will allow DNR to do a better job of de-
tecting BKD in all fish, and take proactive
steps to prevent disease outbreaks from

" rule Lake Michigan

Shaili Pfeiffer of Madison enjoyed great
chinook fishing in 2004 on Lake Michigan.

occurring in the hatcheries as well as in
Lake Michigan. Marcquenski also iswork-
ing with the laboratory’s scientiststo adopt
new technologies to detect a bacterial in-
fection of spotted muskies, to detect exotic
fish diseases, and to develop new, nonle-
thal methodsfor testing long-lived fish such
as lake sturgeon.

Go online for maps of
public fishing grounds

Anglers and other outdoors enthusiasts
can locate all Department of Natural Re-
sources properties open to the public for
fishing, hiking, biking, bird-watching, and
other activities by using a new Internet
mapping program launched in 2004.

The“DNR Managed Lands’ Web sitecan
be found online at http//www.dnr.wi.gov/
org/land/facilities/dnr_lands_mapping.html.

Users can search for state propertiesthey
know by name or look for public landsin a
town, county, or region they want to dis-
cover. They can select traditional maps
showing symbolsfor roads, highways, bod-
ies of water, and forests, as well as choose
aerial photographs and contour mapsto get
a better sense of a property’s vegetation,
habitat, and topography. Maps of wildlife
areas, public fishing grounds, natural areas,
trails, state parks, forests, campgrounds,
waterways, and all state lands purchased
with Stewardship funds are all available
online. Thesite allows usersto create maps
for their personal use and save maps as .pdf
filesto sharewith friends and family viae-
mail. It aso links directly to DNR home
pages for fisheries management, wildlife
management, endangered resources, parks,
facilities and lands and forestry for more
help planing trips and to buy licenses and
permits. The mapping site was designed
and devel oped cooperatively by DNR'sBu-
reau of Facilities and Lands and the Geo
Services Section. - Doug Haag, real estate
specialist, Madison

Stocked ponds offer fall
trout fishing

A new stocking program provides fall
trout fishing opportunities in Washburn
County and has doubled the number of
catchable size trout in that county. Seven-
teen small “fishless” freeze-out lakes on
public land in Washburn County Forest are
stocked with 2-inch-long brook, rainbow
and occasionally brown trout fingerlings
right after ice out. The productivity of in-
dividual ponds varies, but survival and
growth rates are exceptional: almost half
of the trout fingerlings survive to be a
plump 7 to 12 inches by October. With fall
populations of 40 to more than 100 legal
trout per acre, these ponds hold about as
many catchable size trout as all 100 miles
of the county’s trout streams.

The stocking program, which receives
fish from the state’s Osceola and St. Croix
fish hatcheries, was started to boost fish-
ing opportunities in the county forest and
to put surplus hatchery trout fingerlings to
good use. The ponds have been open for

fall and winter fishing the last two years,
but angler effort has been surprisingly low.
Trout fishing is such a spring time tradi-
tion, I've been having difficulty convinc-
ing anglersto fishin thefall when the trout
are the largest and most abundant.

Thepondsdo requirealittleeffort tofind.
They are so small — 2 to 10 acres— they
aren’t on maps. Most don’'t even have offi-
cial names. Many require a 10- to 20-
minutetrail walk in non-motorized parts of
the county forest. For location maps and
moreinformation, visit Washburn County’s
Web site, www.co.washburn.wi.us/depart-
ments/forestry/info/huntfishwild.htm. -
Larry Damman, fisheries biologist,
Spooner

Trout stream recovering
premier status

The Onion River, once the premier trout
stream in Sheboygan County, had fallen on
hard times for almost a half-century. Most
of the springs feeding the stream had been
dammed, the banks heavily grazed and the
surrounding watershed denuded of trees.
The water was barely able to support trout
year-round and the fish were only sustained
through stocking each spring.

Then the river’s luck changed. Restora-
tion began slowly in the mid-1980s when
the Department of Natural Resources pur-
chased some land aong one of the feeder
streams. Local anglers from the L akeshore
Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU) were
looking for a project where they were pre-
pared to pump in both money and muscle
power. A partnership of the Sheboygan
County Conservation Association, the TU
chapter and the DNR bought more stream
frontage, studied water quality and sur-
veyed both the fish community and aquatic
insect life.

In the early 1990s, TU crews, DNR la-
borers and a private contractor started re-
storing the stream habitat. Two old fish
hatcheries along the river were purchased
and at least 15 small dams that had im-
pounded groundwater were removed to re-
store cold flow to the river. Hatchery trout
werereplaced with wild strainsfrom South-
western Wisconsin to restore vigor to the
genetic strainsof wild fish . Thosetrout now
travel up those small feeder streams to
spawn.

Anglers also agreed to control harvest-
ing trout on the upper reaches of the On-
ion. Upstream of the County E bridges
there’'s a one fish, 15-inch minimum bag
limit. The trout population nearly doubled
in that reach in just one season and soon
lots of rods will be doubling over as this
restored waterway and invigorated wild
trout get stronger every season. - John E.
Nelson, senior fisheriesbiologist, Plymouth
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Regional forecasts for fishing 2005

Northern Region

Lake Superior

Spring brings some of the best fishing
opportunities of the year in Chequamegon
Bay, with anglers trolling for coho and
chinook salmon, brown trout, splake, and
lake trout, but also catching walleye and
northern pike. Because studies indicated
that walleye and northern pike were con-
suming newly stocked brown trout and
splake, DNR in 2003 stocked brown trout
and splake offshore in hopes of better sur-
vival rates and return to anglers’ creels.
Conservative regul ations have created atro-
phy smallmouth bassfishery in the bay that
startsin May/June.

Many tributaries to the lake have excel-
lent steelhead populations in spring al-
though fishing conditions depend on snow-
melt and precipitation in April.

Trolling around the Apostle Islands can
produce nice catches of lake trout with the
average fish exceeding 22 inches. Eighty-
eight percent caught are wild fish, indicat-
ing that natural reproduction continues to
support the Apostle Islands population. As
water temperatures cool inthefall, trolling
off the mouths of the tributaries can pro-
duce good catches of brown trout, chinook
and coho salmon. These fish are here be-
fore entering the rivers. Fall is still a good
time for smallmouth bass and walleye in
the bay. Regardless of the season, anglers
areencouraged to check with thelocal sport
shops for the latest weather and fishing
conditions.

Anglers who catch lake trout with col-
ored tagsare encouraged to report thefish’'s
length, tag number, and capture location to
thelocal DNR office. Information gathered
from fish “recaptured” by fish biologists
during subsequent spawning assessments,
or by anglers, teaches fish managers about
the lake trout’s annual movements, spawn-
ing behavior, and growth rates. Recaptur-
ing fish previously tagged several timesis
not uncommon. Last fall, we captured a
male lake trout spawning on Gull Island
Shoal in the Apostle Islands — the tenth
time he had been captured on the shoal
since 1982. The fish looked like a colorful
porcupine. It had only grown 4 inchesfrom
1982 to 2004 to reach 31.4 inches. Such
slow growth — one-fourth inch per year
— is not unusual for lake trout, which is
well suited for Lake Superior, where water
temperatures in some parts rarely exceed
55°F. The species’ slow metabolism causes
lower growth ratesthan for fish with higher
metabolisms living in warmer environ-
ments.

- Michael Seider, fisheries biologist,
Bayfield

Florence and Forest counties
Florence and Forest countiesare hometo
1,085 lakes ranging from small ponds to
largelakesand reservoirs, 912 milesof trout
streams, and large-river, warm water fish-
eries found in the lower Brule and
Menomineeriversin Florence County. L ake
anglers will find good multi-species lakes,
with bass and panfish topping thelist of the
many small to medium-size lakes. For the
adventurous canoe or float tube angler,
walk-in access bass |akes provide a unique
experience; many are on National Forest
lands. Since largemouth bass are somewhat
overlooked in northern Wisconsin, they can
provide plenty of action right through the
summer when thewalleyesand smalliescan
be a tough bite. And some of the remote
walk-in lakes also hold good numbers of
decent-sized bluegills. Trout anglers who
just can’t wait to wet alinecanfish the early
catch-and-rel ease season, beginning March
5, in the Pine River in Florence County, or
parts of the Peshtigo, Pine, and Rat rivers
in Forest County. Both the Peshtigo and Pine
are mixed brook and brown trout fisheries,
with some trophy-sized browns available.

Once the regular trout season opens, many
anglers go for the numerous smaller, head-
water streamswith native brook trout. Oth-
ers who like to cast a fly can head for the
Pine and the Poppl e, designated “ Wild Riv-
ers’ by statelaw. Both rivershold very nice
fish of both species. The cool temperatures
we experienced in summer 2004 brought
better trout survival to many northeastern
Wisconsin trout streams, especially those
like the Wild Riversthat normally get quite
warm in the summer. Look for good trout
fishing in 2005 as a result, assuming nor-
mal over-winter survival.

River anglerswho aren’t after trout might
try the lower Brule and Menominee rivers
in Florence County. They offer amixed bag
of al the major gamefish in a large river
setting, in addition to several reservoirs.

- Bob Young, fisheries biologist, Woodr uff

Ashland and Iron counties

The famous Turtle-Flambeau and Gile
flowages are probably best known for their
walleye and smallmouth bass fisheries.
Based on our annual monitoring, the 2005
season is expected to continue to provide
top-notch fishing with several strong year-
classes entering the fishery.

Anglers should not overlook some of the
smaller walleye waters in these counties,
including many which have had a special
regulation allowing possession of onewall-
eye over 14 inches since 1997. Some of
these waters are: Spider, Echo, and
Springstead Lakes in Iron County; and
Gordon, Spillerberg and Upper Clam L akes
inAshland County. Anglersrecently report
improved fishing in terms of numbers and
size structure of walleye as aresult of this
regulation. Severa lakes have aslot or 18
inch length limit that also have resulted in
improved numbers of better-sized fish.
Some of these waters include Boot and
Grand Portage lakes in Iron County and
Mineral Lakein Ashland County. Thorough
eval uations of these special regulationswill
be completed in the near future to deter-
mine the most appropriate regulation for
each lake.

Musky angling opportunities are numer-
ous and a recent stocking evaluation has
shown that many of these populations are
reproducing naturally in the absence of
stocking. Trophy-sized fish continue to be
reported by many anglers fishing the
smaller 100- to 300-acre lakes. Our evalu-
ations have shown that larger flowages re-
quire stocking if a musky fishery is to be
maintai ned, and we continue to stock these
waters on an aternate-year basis.

Largemouth and smallmouth bass popu-
lations are markedly improved over 20
years ago based on recent surveys showing
strong bass recruitment. The larger rivers
support superb smallmouth bassfishing that
few anglers take advantage of. Be sure to
consult your regulation pamphlet before
fishing these counties as most waters are
under special harvest regulationsin an ef-
fort to improve your angling success and
fishing quality.

- Jeff Roth, fisheries biologist, Mercer

Bayfield and Douglas counties
Walleye population estimates on Middle
and Upper Eau Claire lakes in Bayfield
County in 2004 indicate a stable but low-
density walleye populationswith good size
structure. Upper Eau Claire Lake had 2
adult walleyes per 1 acre with an average
length of 17.3 inches. Middle Eau Claire
Lake had ahigher density — 4.6 adult wall-
eyesper 1 acre— withasmaller size struc-
ture, an average length of 15.1 inches. Up-
per Eau Claire Lake will have a muskel-
lunge recapture survey completed in 2005
to determine their abundance. Middle and
Upper Eau Claire lakes are great examples
of the two common types of walleye fish-
eriesin northwestern Wisconsin. Like Dia-
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mond L ake, Lake Owen and Red Lake, the
Upper Eau Claire has low walleye density
but excellent growth and size structure that
makes these waters great candidates to try
for trophy walleye. Middle Eau Claire
Lake, like Namekagon Lake and the Pike
chain of lakes, supports high walleye den-
sities but slower growth and smaller size
structure, making it a great candidate for
good fishing action and a meal to take
home.

The South Fork of the White River re-
ceived habitat improvement work in sum-
mer 2004 that included installing logs to
provide cover and increase instream habi-
tat complexity. TheWild Rivers Chapter of
Trout Unlimited funded the project, which
DNR fisheries crews from Brule and Su-
perior and volunteer help from Trout Un-
limited completed. DNR completed a sec-
ond year of population estimatesfor brown
trout on the White River in 2004 and began
thefirst year of creel surveys, with another
year to follow in 2005.

- Scott Toshner, fisheries biologist, Brule

Polk and Barron counties

Based on 2004 fisheries surveys, another
banner year for fishing is expected in
Barron and Polk counties. Preliminary re-
sultsfrom an eval uation of a 26-inch mini-
mum length limit with adaily bag limit of
two for northern pike on Long Lake near
Centuria, in Polk County, indicatesthat the
numbers are down slightly but the quality
and size structure have improved consider-
ably. Most importantly, there are a healthy
number of larger northern pike 32 to 40
inches.

A muskellunge population estimate on
Deer Lake found the overall population
has decreased slightly but the size struc-
ture has improved considerably. Two
likely reasons are a 40-inch minimum
length limit and a reduction in stocking
densities over the past decade, which al-
low fish to grow faster and larger.

Our comprehensive surveyson Pipe Lake
in Polk County and Lower Turtle Lake in
Barron County found that the largemouth
bass fisheries have increased over the last
decade while the walleye fisheries have
declined. Thisfinding was not unexpected
since such rel ationships have been seen on
many arealakesover thepast 10to 15 years.
Additional studies, aswell as, management
actions, may be taken to try to improve
walleye densitiesin eachlakeif public sup-
port for those actions is positive.

Sampling on afew dozen small streams
in northern Barron County showed that
Moosear, Tuscobia, Engle and Pokegama
creeks have healthy brook trout fisheries.
Brown trout numbers were down slightly
ontheBrill andYellow rivers, but thelower
densities are resulting in larger-than-aver-
age fish and both streams have the poten-
tial to produce trophy browns.

Fall 2004 surveys found high walleye
reproduction on Red Cedar Lake, moder-
ateon Silver Lake, and low on Upper Turtle,
Lower Turtle, Montanis, Poskin and Gran-
itelakes. Strong populations of largemouth
bass, northern pike and panfish werefound
on almost every lake sampled.

Coldwater habitat restoration activities
continued on an additional 1,000 feet of
Turtle Creek in southwestern Barron
County, and a fishing platform was con-
structed to provide anglerswith disabilities
an opportunity to fish for trout.

- Heath Benike, fisheries biologist, Barron

Rusk and Sawyer counties

The most comprehensive fall survey
schedulein history took usto Sand, Nelson,
Black Dan, Island, Windigo, Ashegon,
Christner, Round, ChippewaFlowage, Blue-
berry, Chetac, and Hayward lakes, al in
Sawyer County and Potato Lake in Rusk
County. Streams visited this summer in-
cluded the Couderay, Wiergor, and
Thornapple systems. In general, thefall sur-
veys indicated very poor reproduction/sur-
vival of young of most species, which given
the late spring and subsequent “non-sum-
mer,” is about what would have been pre-
dicted. Walleye reproduction in most wild
walleyelakesand survival of 2-inch finger-
lings in many stocked lakes followed that
general pattern. Notable exceptions: phe-
nomenal walleye reproduction in Grind-
stone Lake, Sawyer County; very good sur-
vival of 2-inch fingerlings and/or wild
young-of-year (yoy) in Chetac and Sand
lakes, Sawyer County; good hatches of yoy
yellow perchin Sand, Chetac, Nelson lakes.
That's good news since perch are the base
of the fish food web and probably explains
good walleye survival infirst two lakes. In-
dications from very small-size of those
perch are that spawning/hatch must have
been unusually late this year. Evaluation of
the experimental brown trout stocking pro-
gram in Round Lake, Sawyer County,
showed that trophy objectivesare being met.
Brown trout from the first year of stocking,
2003, have aready achieved the 18-inch



minimum size. Expect big things from this
newly established two-story fishery in 2005.
On the stream stocking/eval uation side: the
stocking of wild strain Timber Coulee
brown trout in Couderay River, Devils Creek
(Rusk), and Big and Little Weirgor systems
in Sawyer and Rusk counties appears to be
working where previously, stocking domes-
tic strain in these streams had been a near-
total failure. Ongoing results of musky
stocking eval uations continue to suggest that
stocking large numbers of large fingerlings
may not be as critical to sustaining thefish-
ery as it once was, when the fishery was
overexploited and before re-establishment
of old/large size/age structure.

- Frank B. Pratt, senior fisheries biolo-
gist, Hayward

Oneida County

Anglers reported inconsistent open-wa-
ter walleye action because the water stayed
cold and the weather never seemed to stop
changing. Bass and musky fishing was a
little better, although the summer bite was
more typical of cooler fall patterns. How
doesthis affect 20057 Poor fishing in 2004
should translateinto morefish surviving to
provide action another year.

The bulk of the walleye fishery will be
provided by bumper year classesfrom 2001
and 2002. Walleye hatched in 2001 will
reach 15 inches during 2005, while 3-year-
oldsaverage about 12 to 13 inchesin north-
ern Wisconsin. DNR conducted two wall-
eye population surveys in Oneida County
during 2004. Booth L ake (stocked) and In-
dian Lake (natural reproduction) both con-
tained low-density walleye populations
with very good fish size. Look for perch
patterns to produce in many lakes, as fish
key in on astrong 2004 year class.

Late winter and spring crappie fishing
was very difficult in 2004, so many crap-
pies should have survived another year
to provide action in 2005. On the blue-
gill scene, somelakes experienced amild
winterkill in 2004. On top of that, blue-
gill and pumpkinseed reproduction was
poor to nonexistent because of cold wa-
ter temperatures. For these prolific
panfish, less is more. Fewer mouths to
feed should produce good panfish growth
rates — and larger fish — for a couple
years in thinned-out populations.

Bass reproduction has been strong dur-
ing recent years, and we should continue
to see quality bass fishing during 2005.
Largemouth bass were the dominant game
fish in Booth Lake, while Indian Lake had
moderate populations of both largemouth
and smallmouth bass with good numbers
of quality-size fish.

Northern pike provide consistent action
in many lakes. We found a large popula-
tion of northern pike in our survey of In-
dian Lake, but most were less than 20
inches. Booth Lake has a strong muskel-
lunge population, but only 6 percent were
40 inches or longer.

For the second consecutive year, none of
the Class 3 trout water in Oneida County
will be stocked due to hatchery budget con-
straints. Rainbow trout in Squash Lake is
the only trout stocking approved for 2005.
L ook for trout in streamsthat support natu-
ral reproduction. - John Kubisiak, fisheries
biologist, Rhinelander

Langlade County

Spring pond dredging was completed on
Maxwell Springs last summer but it will
take several yearsfor the pond to fully satu-
rate with trout and reach its new potential
with theimproved habitat and increased liv-
ing space for trout. In 2005, we'll dredge
Woodboro Springs in Oneida County.

We compl eted habitat improvement work
on a section of the East Branch Eau Claire
River just downstream from State Highway
45 last summer. The Antigo Chapter of
Trout Unlimited and Northwoods
Sportsmen’s Club provided |abor, materi-
als, and funds to complete this project.

McGee Lake remains a nice place to go
to take home some pan-sized bass. Anglers
areencouraged to harvest all bassup to their
daily limit of five from the 23-acre spring
pond, which has become infested with
largemouth bass to the detriment of its na-
tive brook trout and stocked rainbow trout.

WE'll be studying trout in the Wolf River
again this summer, tagging up to 3,000 7-
to 9-inch brown trout before stocking.
Please report all tagged fish caught to the
Antigo DNR Service Center (715) 623-4190
and note the catch date and location, tag
number and color, length of trout, whether
thefish wasreleased or harvested, and what
it was caught on. Last year we implanted
23radiotransmittersin 11- to 20-inch brown
trout we surveyed from theWolf River. We'll
continue to follow these fishes movements
until the batteries expire sometime early in
summer 2005 to gather information to help
us better manage the Wolf River system.
Look for summary reports and meetingsin
fall and winter 2005-06.

Surveys done in 2004 on Jack, Mary,
Rose, and Sawyer lakes revealed that Jack
Lake has a very nice largemouth bass and
bluegill fishery with good numbers and
sizesof each. Stocked rainbow trout are also
doing very well. Mary isagood largemouth
bass, bluegill, and perch lake. Rose and
Sawyer have good naturally reproducing
populations of walleye, some excellent
largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing
opportunities, and some nice panfish.

Our fall electrofishing surveys on seven
lakes managed partly in the past for wall-
eyefound low levels of natural walleyere-
production on Rose and Sawyer lakes, and
no natural walleye reproduction on Lower
Clear, Moccasin, Otter, Rolling Stone, or
Upper Post lakes this year.

Last year, brook trout surveys on one
section of the East Branch of the Eau Claire
River wereup 10 percent over thelong-term
average. We estimated almost 3,300 4-inch
and larger brook trout per mile, the highest
since 2002’ s estimate of 3,800 per mile. We
seefluctuationsin trout numbersfrom year
to year, likely in response to environmen-
tal conditions such asthe moderate drought
of recent years. With favorabl e stream flow
conditionsand temperatures, however, trout
numbersin 2005 may rebound to the record
high levels of 1993-95 when we estimated
more than 4-5,000 4-inch and larger brook
trout per mile in this section of stream! In
2005, lake surveys will be done on Enter-
prise, Moccasin, Otter, and McGee |akes,
and if weather and time permit, trout sur-
veys on Garski Flowage, Krause Spring,
Rabe Lake, Shadick Springs, and Saul
Springs.

— Dave Seibel, fisheries biologist, Antigo

DNRfish biologist Heath Benike displays a 41-inch northern pike captured during spring
2004 electrofishing surveys on Pipe Lake in Polk County.

Chris Zunker holds a lake trout caught in a spring survey on Chequamegon Bay. Spring
brings some of the best fishing opportunities of the year in the bay.
Photo: Stephen Schram

Lincoln County

Comprehensive 2004 fish surveys on
Crystal and Muskellunge lakes found low
density, high quality walleye populations
consistent with stocked populations. We
estimated walleye populations at 0.6 fish
per acre in each lake, with most over the
legal sizeof 15inches. Wefound good num-
bers and sizes of largemouth bass in both
lakes. Muskellunge are providing a nice
fishery in Muskellunge Lake; most were
over the legal size of 34 inches. Muskel-
lunge are not present in Crystal Lake but
smallmouth bass arein low numbers, com-
prising about 10 percent of the total bass
population. There are some nice crappies
in both lakes, but the bulk of the bluegill
populations are 3- to 6-inch fish. Muskel-
lunge L ake has some nice perch right now.
It will beafew yearsbeforethe good perch
hatch we saw in Crystal Lake last year has
achanceto grow to aharvestable size. The
northern pike populationsin both lakes are
made up of mostly 15- to 25-inch fish.

We also did survey work on Harrison
Lake and Merrill Flowage. Harrison Lake
suffered a moderate winterkill in 2003-04,
but enough adult northern pike survived to
repopul ate thelake, and bluegill, perch, and
bullheads, aswell as some minnow species,
pulled off large hatches and should quickly
repopul ate the lake. Installation of an aera-
tion system would be the best and most
economical solution to the chronic win-
terkill situation on thislake. Merrill Flow-
age has very good self-sustaining popula-
tions of walleye, smallmouth bass, large-
mouth bass, northern pike, and muskel-
lunge. The panfish populations are similar
to other flowages in this area: low density
and high quality.

Fall electrofishing surveys on waters
managed partly in the past for walleye
found averageto good natural reproduction
on Merrill and Spirit River flowages. Tug
Lake had alow level of natural walleyere-
production, and no natural reproduction
was found on Crystal, Muskellunge,
Pesabic, Somo, Squaw, and Seven Island
lakes.

Stream habitat improvement work was
completed in summer 2004 on the lower
Prairie River upstream of Merrill and down-
stream of County Highway C. Boulders
were placed in the stream for fish habitat
and channel shaping was done through a
half-mile stretch. More work is on tap for
2005, with the Wisconsin Valley Chapter
of Trout Unlimited helping with funding
and lining up easements with private land-
owners to do the work.

Last summer, trout numbers in Prairie
River rebounded from low levels in 2003,
good news and likely a response to better
stream flows and cooler water tempera-
tures. In one river section we estimated
2,200 4-inch and larger trout per mile, a19
percent improvement from 2003 but still 42
percent below the long-term average. We
hope 2005 will bring favorable flows and
temperatures and even higher trout num-
bers to the Prairie River and other trout
streams.

— Dave Seibel, fisheries biologist, Antigo

Price, Rusk, and Taylor counties
and some Sawyer County

Anglers should find fast fishing action
for muskiesand walleyes on Butternut Lake
in northwestern Price County and south-
eastern Ashland County. Creel survey re-
sults from 2003 and 2004 showed anglers’
catch rate for muskies and walleyes was
high but harvested fish of both specieswere
smaller than desired. DNR estimated popu-
lation density at 1 adult musky per acre and
31 walleyes per acre in 2003. The walleye
population had many 8- to 12-inch fish, and
few longer than 15 inches. Likewise, most
muskies in Butternut Lake measured be-
tween 28 and 38 inches and few exceeded
the preferred length of 38 inches. Often
when fish densities are high, growth rates
decline due to competition for food and
habitat between fish within the same and
different species. Anglers can help restore
balance and improve the size structure by
focusing some harvest on smaller muskies
and walleyes and keeping limited numbers
of largewalleye, muskies, yellow perch and
black crappies. Keeping smaller fish also
is consistent with advice to reduce expo-
sure to environmental contaminants.

Fishing for smallmouth bass on the Flam-
beau River in Price, Sawyer, and Rusk
counties should be excellent again in 2005
with 2004 surveys showing a high propor-
tion of large, plump fish.

Good sturgeon fishing is expected again
on the Flambeau and Chippewarivers next
fall. Future prospects for a sturgeon fish-
ery with some harvest relies heavily on
carefully monitoring this long-lived and
late-maturing population, so anglers can
help by registering their catch and by pro-
vide fins and entrails upon request so fish-
ery staff can determine the age and gender
of harvested fish.

Fall 2004 electrofishing samplein Lake
Flambeau, locally known as Dairyland Res-
ervoir, included many young walleyes. The
resultsindicate successful natural reproduc-
tion and survival through the summer, and
suggest that the lake's tradition of good
walleyefishing will continue uninterrupted
in four to five years when the “Class of
2004” reaches catchable size.

Along with excellent brook trout fishing
on the South Fork Main Creek, anglers can
now expect new opportunities to catch
brown trout near Ingram, wherefingerlings
stocked there in 2003 should be approach-
ing catchable size this year.

Survey information from recent years
points to a continued trend of very good to
excellent fishing for largemouth bass in
many Taylor County lakes, including Rib
Lake, North Spirit Lake, and Cheguamegon
Waters Flowage (Miller Dam). Trout an-
glers should still find excellent trout fish-
ing in the Rib River.

- Jeff Scheirer, fisheries biologist, Park
Falls
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Door County

LakeMichigan and Green Bay, includ-
ingtributary streams- There'slittle doubt
that summer 2004 creel surveys will show
the highest sport angler harvest of chinook
salmon from Wisconsin waters of Lake
Michigan since the late 1980s. The fishery
has been phenomenal the last four years,
even with Wisconsin and other Great Lakes
states stocking 25 percent fewer fish since
1999 to match the forage base. It's impor-
tant for sport anglers to recognize that the
past three summers of fishing have been
exceptional and that this level of success
may not be sustainable. In fact, there are
some early warning signs that another de-
crease in chinook stocking may be war-
ranted, among them declining average size
of fish caught and decreasing average
length and weight at age. Biologists from
all jurisdictions on the lake are gathering
this winter to compare data and make rec-
ommendations.

Other changesinthe Lake Michigan fish-
ery included the elimination of brook trout
stocking, adecrease in brown trout finger-
lings targeted for the big lake due to bud-
get reductions, and reduction in steelhead
stocking in 2004 because of reduced flows
at the Kettle Moraine Springs Hatchery.
However, improved flows at that hatchery
will increase steelhead stocked in 2005.

Success in the lake trout fishery has de-
clined recently, likely due to the 40 percent
reduction in total lake trout stocked since
1995. Stocking was reduced to allow fed-
eral hatcheriesto raisefewer but larger and
healthier yearling lake trout but that appar-
ently has not worked. In the future, federal
hatcherieswill raise morefish for stocking
by reducing the average size of each year-
ling whilestill producing the healthiest fish
possible.

With the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
forecasting below average water levels
again, many smaller boat launch access
points will probably be unusable and an-
glers should check with local municipali-
ties before going to a particular launch.

On apositive note: anew boat launch on
the recently acquired Carmody property on
Little Sturgeon Bay will provide improved
boater access to this popular fishing area
while a recently renovated boat ramp at
Bues Point in Moonlight Bay hasimproved
access to the Lake Michigan side of the
peninsula. The Stone Quarry Park launch
at the mouth of Sturgeon Bay will prob-
ably be closed from July through the rest
of 2005 for expansion. Theseimprovements
are accomplished through amix of federal
Sport Fishing Restoration and DNR's Stew-
ardship funding programs, and with local
citizens' support and cooperation.

Low lake level and low stream flows
impacted salmon runs in fall 2004, but the
3/4-milelong pipeline state fisheries crews
installed in 2000 enabled fish to reach the
wier and DNR to collect enough chinook
eggs at Strawberry Creek for the chinook
stocking program.

A large northern pike spawning run —
the beneficiary of good snow melt and plen-
tiful spring rains — may have produced a
bumper crop of young northern that should
enter the fishery in afew years. Sturgeon
Bay, Little Sturgeon Bay, Rowley Bay and
Detroit Harbor on Washington Island re-
main the hot spots for pike anglers.

Although invasive aquatic species may
pose a problem for the Green Bay small-
mouth population, bass reproduction seems
to be good and avariety of age classes and
sizefish are present. We expect fishing suc-
cess to be very good.

About 1,500 Great L akes spotted musky
fingerlings and 25 yearlings were stocked
in Little Sturgeon, and 2,100 fingerling and
25 yearling musky were stocked in Stur-
geon Bay as part of the decade-long effort
to re-establish reproducing popul ations of
this native speciesin Green Bay. Reported
catches of 40- to 50-inch muskies are in-
creasing.

Sturgeon Bay/Little Sturgeon Bay wall-
eye populations received an important
supplemental stocking in 2003 when state

Northeast Region

hatcheries delivered 163,200 walleye fin-
gerlings, divided between the two bays. An
additional 12,500 fingerlings reared from
fry hatched in the mobile hatchery oper-
ated by the Green Bay Area Great Lakes
Sport Fishing Club in Little Sturgeon were
also stocked, mostly in Little Sturgeon. That
brings the total stocked in this area during
the past two years to more than 425,000
fingerlings. A combined several hundred
thousand fry also were released from the
Green Bay Club’smobile hatchery and one
operated by the Door County Chapter of
Walleyesfor Tomorrow, alsoin Little Stur-
geon. In afew years these young fish will
add substantial numbersto the already good
adult population that includes many fish
larger than 23 inches.

- Paul Peeters, fisheries biologist, and
Mike Toneys, fisheries supervisor,
Surgeon Bay

Kewaunee and Manitowoc counties

Lake Michigan and tributary streams -
Anglers can hook steelhead, brown trout or
northern pike in the tributaries after the
spring melt. Fishing in harborsand off piers
can be very productive with anglers har-
vesting avariety of speciesincluding many
nearshore rainbow. Anglers looking for a
different fishing experience may want to try
dip netting suckersor smelt asthey migrate
upstream.

Summer should again see anglers catch-
ing good numbers of chinook salmon and
other Lake Michigan trout and salmon. Chi-
nook fishing should be equally as exciting
in 2005 as in recent years. With the reduc-
tionin steelhead stocking, steelhead angling
could be slower than in past years, but if
favorable wind patterns devel op, steelhead
fishing could still be exciting. If conditions
do not permit fishing on Lake Michigan, try
fishing for very good populations of small-
mouth bass in the larger rivers.

Assummer ends and fall begins, fishing
near shore and off piersshould be very good
with mixed catches of chinook salmon,
domestic rainbow trout and brown trout.
With the onset of fall, spawning migrations
beginand if lakelevel and stream flowsare
good, fishing should be excellent in the
Manitowoc, East and West Twin and
Kewauneerivers. For alittle more solitude,
try fishing smaller streams such as Stony
Creek, Silver Creek or Fischer Creek.
-Steve Hogler, fisheries biologist,
Mishicot

Calumet, Door, Kewaunee and
Manitowoc inland lakes and rivers
Northern pike and panfish anglers should
have good success in catching these fish
during theice-fishing season onlocal lakes.
Anglersalso may target large northern pike
on local tributary streams during late win-
ter, but anyone doing so should use extreme
care when fishing on these streams. Black
crappie, bluegill, and yellow perch are al-
ways a good bet early in the open water
season, with largemouth bass fishing im-
proving later in the summer. A comprehen-
sive fish survey completed on Kangaroo
Lake in Door County in 2004 captured a
good variety of fish species. Electrofishing
surveys were conducted one night on a
number of other |akes and they indicate that
in general, local fish populations are fair.
Inland trout fishing will be much reduced
in 2005 compared to previousyears because
trout stocking in local lakes and rivers has
been discontinued. The best bet for inland
trout fishing would be in the West Twin
River near State Highway 147 where alo-
cal sport club stocks brown trout. - Steve
Hogler, fisheries biologist, Mishicot

Winnebago System

(Lower Wolf and upper Fox rivers,
L akes Winnebago, Butte des Morts,
Winneconne and Poygan)

Spring river flowsreturned to more typi-
cal levelson the Winnebago systemin April
2004, creating very good spawning condi-
tions as walleye made their annua “run”
out of LakeWinnebago and into theflooded
marshes they have used for centuries.
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DNR and volunteer crews were able to
capture, tag and collect data on almost
8,600 walleye from around the system, a
new record. Malesaveraged 16.3 inchesand
1.7 pounds; almost aquarter were 18 inches
or larger, and just under half were under 16
inches. This is due to the influx of young
malesfrom thelarge 2001 year class, which
were up the river in great numbers as first
year spawners.

Females averaged 22.7 inches and 5.17
pounds, up from last year. Unlikethe males,
the 2001 females won’t be mature until
spring 2006. More than half were 22.5
inches or larger, and a quarter were 24
inches or larger! Aging of a sub-sample of
females showed 13 different year classes
in the spawning stock, with six of those
years each representing 5 percent or more
of the spawning stock. The more year
classes contributing to the spawning stock,
the healthier the fish population.

In 13 years of working on the river, |
don’'t remember ever seeing as many large
fish as this spring. It was fantastic! And
there doesn’t seem to be an end in sight to
the good fishing. The 2004 hatch of wall-
eye was the third largest recorded since
trawling surveys began in 1986. If thereis
even average survival of these young wall-
eye, they will provide good fishing out to
2012 and beyond.

Good walleye growth rates should aso
continue, based on trawling surveys in Au-
gust 2004 that showed arobust food base. All
things considered, the walleye population in
the Winnebago system isin excellent shape.

Bass- Largemouth and smallmouth bass
fishing continues to be good. Bass anglers
reported catching 3,237 bass during permit-
ted tournaments in 2004, with largemouth
ranging from 14 to 20.4 inches, and small-
mouth from 14.4 to 19.9 inches. Eighty
percent of the largemouth are under 16
inches; only about 3 percent of the large-
mouth were over 18 inches. Regardless,
good numbers of smaller fish should keep
bass anglers interested.

The Little Wolf and Embarrass rivers
offer some good summer bronzeback ac-
tion. Smallies have also really taken off on
Lake Winnebago as well.

Northern pike - Northern pike numbers
remain good. Fyke nets set in Van Dyne
Creek and the tributary to the bay south of
Streich’s Point (known as the seaplane
base), captured limited numbers of fish —
123 — but thefish were significantly larger
than those from the upriver Lakes of Butte
desMort and Poygan. For example, females
ranged from 23.6 to 40.5 inches and aver-
aged 32.5 inches, compared to females
from upriver lakesthat averaged 25 inches.
Northern pike are not targeted as heavily
by anglers on Lake Winnebago, which,
combined with ahealthy forage base, prob-
ably explains the differences. High spring
water levels are responsible for a phenom-
enal northern pike hatch of young in 2004
on the Upriver Lakes, and anglers will
likely start seeing 10- to 15-inchersin 2005,
but they will not reach the legal harvest
length of 26 inchesuntil 2008 or 2009. The
spotted muskellunge stocked the past three
years have not quite reached the 34-inch
minimum length limit and should be care-
fully released, if hooked.

Panfish and Whitebass - Bluegill and
perch have continued to do well with the
increase of rooted aquatic vegetation over
thelast few years. August assessment trawl-
ing showed that yellow perch had the larg-
est recorded year class since at least 1986.
Infact, three of thelast four yearshave been
the highest... by alot! Sofor perch anglers,
things are pretty good and looking even
better for the future.

- Kendall Kamke, senior fisheries
biologist, Oshkosh

Shawano and Waupaca counties
Shawano Lake will continue to provide
excellent largemouth bass and panfish an-
gling opportunities, and the musky fishery
has continued to expand with good num-
bers of large muskies. Fall boomshocking
surveysindicate another poor year for wall-

In 13 years of working on the Wolf River,
DNRfish biologist Kendall Kamke sayshe's
never seen as many large walleye asfisher-
ies crews hauled in in spring 2004 during
annual surveys on the Winnebago system.

eye natural reproduction. Anglers can ex-
pect most of the walleye action to consist
of theremaining fish produced from thelast
strong year class — 1998.

Fall shocking surveys on small lakesin-
dicated good numbers of largemouth bass
adults and juveniles. Panfish numbers and
size appeared to be average.

Normal to above normal flows on
Shawano and Waupaca county trout streams
in 2004 should benefit trout populationsin
2005. The Radley Creek Fishery area, lo-
cated in southern Waupaca County, has sev-
eral miles of public access and supports a
high quality brown trout fishery with good
numbers of trout 9 tol2 inches. The
Waupaca River, one of the more popular
fly-fishing riversin the area, has a variety
of hatches. One extremely popular and
sometimes overlooked one is the white
mayfly (Ephoron leukon for you flyfishing
aficionados) hatch in July-August, which
occurs near evening and can really bring
out the large fish. The Little Wolf River
Fishery Areais one of the more scenic riv-
ersintheareathat supports ahealthy popu-
lation of brook trout from 9 to 12 inches.

Catfishing in the Wolf River was spotty
in 2004 due to colder temperatures and
higher flowsin May and June. Since 2001,
DNR has been conducting extensive sur-
veysin order to address concerns over de-
clining numbers and size of flathead cat-
fish. During spring surveys, DNR crews
captured and tagged 490 flathead catfish
and surgically implanted 16 flatheads with
radio tags to track seasonal movement and
habitat use. Interestingly, preliminary track-
ing information showstremendous seasonal
movement (as great as 50+ miles) with a
large percentage of flatheads overwinter-
ing in Lake Poygan. Anglers catching and
keeping tagged fish are asked to return the
tag and fishing information to the address
on the tag.

— Al Niebur, fisheries biologist, Shawano

Lower Fox River and lower Green
Bay (Brown County)

Fall surveysfound an abundance of wall-
eye, an indication that walleye fishing
should be excellent on the Fox River and
lower Green Bay during 2005 and many
years into the future. Nearly 4,300 adult
walleye were captured from the Fox River,
with many from the strong 2001 year class
and 16 to 20 incheslong. Somelarger wall-
eye up to 27 incheswere also captured. Our
lower Green Bay and lower Fox River in-
dex shocking thisfall turned up an average
amount of young-of-the-year walleye, in-
dicating that another year class of walleye
was produced during 2004.

The Great Lakes strain muskellunge re-
introduction program continuesto grow and
excite musky anglers. We captured musky
up to 46 inches in length during 2004 fall
shocking surveyson the Fox River. The Fox
River in 2005 should once again provide
ample musky fishing opportunities for an-
glers to catch one of these very large fish
close to home.

Anglerssuccessfully target northern pike
and yellow perch during spring monthsand
smallmouth bass and catfish during sum-
mer. During May and June, fishing in shal-



low nearshore areas for large drum, chan-
nel catfish, and carp is a great way to get
kids interested in fishing — lots of action
with some huge fish! Cool fall waters can
provide a mixed catch of fish that can in-
clude walleye, chinook salmon, musky, or
even whitefish.

Anglerscatching and keeping tagged fish
are asked to return the tag and fishing in-
formation (date, location, water temp,
length, weight, etc.) to the address on the
tag. Anglers who practice catch and
release should leave thetag in thefish, note
the tag number, and send the information
to the address on the tag, give us a call
(920-448-5140), or send an e-mail
(Kevin.Kapuscinski @dnr.state.wi.us). The
information we collect from anglers
through tag returns is vital for effective
management of the fishery.

—Rod Lange, fisheries technician, and
Kevin Kapuscinski, fisheries biologist,
Green Bay

Marinette and Oconto counties

Outlying waters of Green Bay — Yel-
low perch surveys during 2003 showed the
best year class on record for young yellow
perch and a good year class also was ob-
served in 2004. Due to 2003's high num-
bers, it's likely these fish will grow slow
and not enter in the sport fishery until 2006.
However, there is potential for some good
fishing for yellow perch starting in 2005
with the 2002 year class entering into the
fishery and some older, larger, 1998 fish
still present.

Brown trout fishing has been on the de-
cline even with continued stocking efforts;
concerns over stocking locations in the
Menominee and Oconto riversthat may be
affecting the brown trout survival are be-
ing addressed. The low lake water levels
that still exist will most likely keep the an-
nual spring run of spawning steelhead at
low levels. Chinook returns should increase
again, depending on water levels in fall
2005, at Little River in Marinette County
asfishwerestocked in thislocationin 2001-
2004 after a couple years of not being
stocked due to low water levels.

Spotted muskellunge continue to be
stocked in the Menominee and Peshtigoriv-
ersand anglersreport catching fish over 40
inches and up to 50+ inches. Walleye fish-
ing in the Menominee River and surround-
ing area of Green Bay has been good for
the past few years, especialy during the
spring spawning run. 2005 should also
bring good walleye fishing to the area. Ef-
forts are being made to reduce the confu-
sion over the walleye sport fishing regula-
tions between the Menominee River and the
bay of Green Bay in both Michigan and
Wisconsin especially during the spring.

- Mike Donofrio, Fisheries Supervisor,
Peshtigo

Inland lakesand streams- Caldron and
High Falls flowages on the Peshtigo River
are expected to provide good muskie fish-
ing, with the potential to provide a trophy
or two. Northern pike populations on the
flowagesareasoin good shape, asarelarge
and smallmouth bass populations.

L ake Noquebay provides anglers with a
chance to catch quality-size bluegill and
black crappie. Good populations of large-
mouth bass, northern pike and smaller
populations of walleye and musky offer a
diverse and challenging inland lake fishing
experience.

Thisareaisa sowell known for the miles
of quality trout water which attract the ad-
venturous angler. A logging dam removal
project carried out in cooperation with the
U.S. Forest Service in the Lakewood area
on the North Branch Oconto River should
improvetrout fishing there. There has been
increased emphasis on beaver control and
removal of their dams from trout streams
by DNR crews, which keeps these steams
cold and flowing freely, providing hundreds
of miles of excellent trout habitat in this
area. Habitat protection and improvement,
combined with the fishing regulations, pro-
vide the trout enthusiast with a variety of
opportunities, from the chance to caich a
meal of trout to an enjoyable catch and re-
lease experience.

— Justine Hasz, fisheries biologist,
Peshtigo

South Central Region

Mendota L ake- A great year-round pro-
ducer of quality fish, Lake Mendota offers
awidevariety of fishing opportunities. The
lake offers true trophy potential for north-
ern pike, especially during the winter tip-
up season. Most of the biggest fish aretaken
from weedy shallow areasin or near Uni-
versity Bay. Mendota's 18-inch, three-fish
bag limit allows the majority of walleyeto
spawn at least one time, while producing
larger-than-average catches.

Smallmouth anglers have good success
in deeper water near Governors Island,
Maple Bluff, and along the eastern shore.
Due to the relatively small percentage of
shallow, weedy areas, largemouth bass are
not abundant but individuals exceeding 20
inches are present.

Perch are a year-round favorite. Fall
shocking runs sampled a surprising num-
ber of young-of-year perch in 2004, which
could turn into a population comeback in
the distant future.

Bluegills can be found in most of the
lake's shallow areas, with larger individu-
als common along deep weed edges adja-
cent to cover. Other favoritesinclude white
bass fishing near Maple Bluff, especially
during the summer spawn. Often over-
looked, channel catfish can be found in
spring near Sixmile Creek and Cherokee
Marsh. During the rest of the year, these
fish can be found sprinkled throughout the
lake at any depth, making them hard to tar-
get but a pleasant surprise if hooked.

Monona Lake - Mononais best known
locally for its tremendous largemouth bass
fishery. Highest densities can be found in
Squaw, Monona, and Turville bays, but the
downtown shoreline also holds many nice
fish. Mononaal so contains arobust musky
fishery, rivaling northern Wisconsin waters
for numbersand quality size. A spring 2004
musky population estimate determined
roughly .5 adult fish per acre, or about 1,600
adult fish. A 45-inch musky size limit en-
acted in 2004, along with good habitat and
abundant forage, gives Mononatruetrophy
potential . During our two-year survey, good
numbers of 40+ inch fish were netted and
tagged with fish-specific numbers. Musky
can be found throughout the lake.

As aresult of Monona's high bass den-
sity, bluegill numbers are positively kept
in check. Out of the four-lake chain,
Mononaoffersthe most frontage and habi-
tat for shore fishing. Whether you're [ook-
ing for action or larger fish, the south, south
west area of the lake offers bluegill, crap-
pie and perch.

Walleye, smallmouth bass and northern
pike, athough not targeted by most anglers,
represent underutilized sport. Walleye can
be found running up the Yahara River and
along John Nolen Drive in the spring and
fall. Smallmouth bass have been caught in
deep water rocky drop-offs near the east-
ern shore. Fish well over 20 inches and 5
pounds are starting to become more com-
mon. Even though musky sizelimitsare 45
inches, a robust number of northern pike
cruise the shallows of Monona. A liberal
sizelimit of 26 inches makes northern pike
afavorite for tip-up fishing.

Waubesa and Kegonsa lakes - Waubesa
sports excellent numbers of legal sizewall-
eyes. Musky, although not common in the
lake, are present with the majority greater
than 35inches. Fall 2004 shocking surveys
showed good numbers of bluegill in the 7-
9 inch range, with impressive catches of
perch up to 9 inches. Most panfish effort
occursinthenorthern half of LakeWaubesa
and areas around the dredge hole in Upper
Mud Lake. While Upper Mud supports
good panfish numbers, this area also har-
borsgood northern pikefishing early inthe
year, especially during ice fishing. In the
sameway Upper Mud isthe primary north-
ern pike producer for Waubesa, Lower Mud
fuels Lake Kegonsa's pike fire. The shal-
low, well vegetated water provides excel-
lent spawning habitat. Kegonsa is also
heavily stocked withwalleye. Largefishare
not common, but legal size fish can be
found near theYaharaRiver inlet and along
the northern shore bordering Centennial

State Park. Kegonsa has also been produc-
ing fine panfish numbers in recent years.
Anglers drift baits in deeper water in fall
for nice catches of sizablebluegill and crap-
pie.

Wingra L ake - This 340-acre, slow-no-
wake lake aong the northern edge of the
University of Wisconsin Arboretum hasthe
feel of anorthern Wisconsin lake with the
lack of development on the southern shore.
Wingraoffers plenty of musky greater than
35 inches, and a small number over 40.
DNR crews will be completing a musky
population estimate in spring 2005 after
tagging nearly 300 fish in 2004. Most of
the northern side of the lake is accessible
to shore fishing, making Wingra a great
place to wet a line. Panfish are numerous
but small, but with somework nice crappie
and perch can be caught. Wingra has one
paved boat launch, limited parking, and
rental boats and canoes available.

Dane County trout streams - Ever
popular are Black Earth Creek near Cross
Plains and Mount Vernon Creek south of
Mount Horeb. Both streams hold high trout
numbersof al sizesand offer truewild fish.
Local favorites include the improved
stretches on the West Branch of the Sugar
River, Deer Creek, Fryes Feeder, Garfoot
Creek, and Vermont Creek. Recent habitat
improvement and bank stabilization work
on Pleasant Valley Creek, German Valley
Creek, and Primrose Branch have resulted
in significant additions to fishing opportu-
nities and work toward creating self-per-
petuating trout populations. These streams
have tremendous potential and should pro-
vide quality trout fishing for yearsto come.
Although not currently listed as trout wa-
ter, the Sugar River above County High-
way A holds some large brown trout in ex-
cess of 20 inches. New maps showing both
DNR ownership and public easement along
these streams are available from the South
Central Regional Office. Several other
creeks require landowner permission but
hold some nice fish. Flynn Creek, Badger
Mill Creek and the Upper Sugar River all
contain trout that an experienced angler can
pursue.

- Kurt Welke, fisheries biologist,
Fitchburg

Dodge County lakes

Beaver Dam Lake - Fall electrofishing
on Beaver Dam L ake found good numbers
of black crappie, with the majority (50 per-
cent) of the fish 9 to 10 inches in length.
Walleyes sampled during fall electrofishing
ranged from 6 to 19 inches. Largemouth
bassrangedin sizefrom 8.2to 17.5inches.
Bluegill up to 8 inches were sampled, with
the majority of fish (48 percent) between 7
and 8 inches.

Fox L ake- Walleye catch rates for 2004
fall electrofishing were 86.5 per hour, up
from 45.7 per hour in 2003 and 23.6 per
hour in 2002. One-quarter of walleye
sampled were 15 inches, and 14.4 percent
were 16 inches. Young-of-the-year (YQY)
walleye under 10 inches were caught at a
rate of 11.5 per hour in 2004, compared to
25 per hour in 2003, 13.8 per hour in 2002
and O per hour in 2001. Catch ratesof large-
mouth bass were 17.8 per hour in 2004, up
from 2.9 per hour in 2003. Largemouth bass
ranged in length from 3.1 to 20.4 inches,
with an averagelength of 7.7 inches. Nearly
two-thirds of yellow perch measured were
4 inches, followed by 18.3 percent at 5
inches. Yellow perch ranged from 2t0 10.9
inches, with an averagelength of 4.9inches.
Excellent crappie fishing should continue
on Fox Lake, with 2004 fall electrofishing
results indicating 53 percent of the black
crappie sampled 9 to 10 inches in length.

Jefferson County

Rock L ake - Rock Lake continuesto be
aproducer of decent-sized largemouth and
smallmouth bass. L argemouth bass ranged
from 2.3 to 16.5 inches, and smallmouth
bassfrom 4.4 to 14.2 inches. Walleye num-
bers remain consistently low, with catch
rates of only 3.7 per hour, and ranging from
14.2 to 18.9 inches. Bluegills up to 8.1

inches and yellow perch up to 8.4 inches
were sampled. Rock bass were the second-
most abundant panfish species, at 50 fish
per hour and up to 9.9 inches in length.

- Laura Stremick-Thompson, fisheries
biologist, Horicon

Lafayette County

Yellowstone Lake - The forecast for
Yellowstone Lakeisagain looking good for
2005. Since starting i ntensive management
efforts in 1997, the fishery has steadily
improved every year, an assessment backed
up by our fisheries surveys. Based on 2004
surveys, anglers in 2005 can expect good
to excellent fishing for crappies, walleye,
channel catfish, largemouth bassand small-
mouth bass. Musky, and northern pike
populations are considered fair. Small-
mouth bassranged from 7.3to 17.3 inches,
with the average mature fish 10.4 inches.
Largemouth bass ranged from 4.3 to 19.9
inches, with a 12.1 inch average; walleye
ranged from 7.4 inchesto 26.5 inches, with
14.8 the average. Black crappie ranged
from 2.4 t0 9.2 inches with an 8.2 average,
and bluegill sunfish ranged from 2.5 to 8
incheswith a6.4-inch average. Muskiesup
to 34 inches, northern pike up to 33 inches
and channel catfish up to 24 inches were
sampled.

Lafayette and lowa counties

Pecatonica River - Fish kills in 2004
have many anglers wondering about the
future of the Pecatonica River fishery. Fol-
low up surveys haveindicated the walleye,
channel catfish, and flathead catfish popu-
lations are still in good condition and will
provide the consistent catch rates which
anglers are accustomed to. Walleyes up to
28 inches, channel catfish up to 30 inches,
and flathead catfish up to 35 inches were
netted. Channel catfish were most abundant
followed by the flathead catfish and wall-
eye. Also present in the surveyswere small-
mouth bass, largemouth bass, northern pike,
crappies, and bluegills.

Smallmouth bass streams - 2003 pro-
duced one of the best year classes of small-
mouth in recent history. Thiswill help the
small streamsin southwest Wisconsin con-
tinue to produce quality smallmouth bass
fisheries. Although the 2003 year classwill
not produce trophy fish yet, it will provide
agood number of 9- to 12-inch fish to catch.
Some of the more productive streams will
include the Galena River, Yellowstone
River, Blockhouse Creek, and the Platte/
Little Platte rivers. - Bradd Sms, fisheries
biologist, Dodgeville

Snce the start of intensive management
effortsin 1997 at Yellowstone Lake, thefish-
ery has steadily improved every year. DNR
netting surveys conducted in 2004 on the
lake reflected thistrend, so anglersin 2005
can expect good to excellent fishing for
crappies, walleye, channel catfish, large-
mouth bass and smallmouth bass. Photo:
Bradd Sms
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Southern Lake Michigan

Open lake fishing - With over 1.4 mil-
lion chinooks stocked annually, there’s no
reason the very good fishing shouldn’t con-
tinue. Many fish 15 to 20 pounds were re-
ported in 2004. The forage base in Lake
Michigan is on a slight decline and may
have had an impact on the chinooks’ growth
rates.

In spring 2004, coho were abundant but
relatively small. They attained faster growth
rates as the summer wore on, and 8- or 9-
pound fish became more and more com-
mon. In 2005, coho fishing is expected to
be as good as, if not better than, 2004.

The lake trout season was good in 2004
when anglers chose to target them. We be-
lievethat recent stockingsof nearshoresites
have contributed to the strong lake trout
fishery, and this trend should continue in
2005.

Steelhead catches in recent years have
been average at best. Because of the excel-
lent chinook fishing closeto shore, anglers
haven't been asinclined to search for steel-
head out in deeper water.

Near shore fishing - Shore anglers en-
joyed some very good fishing in July and
August working harbors and river mouths
for Skamania steelhead staging in antici-
pation of their early fall spawning run. The
Chambers Creek and Ganaraskastrains pro-
vide late winter and early spring action.

Two additional rainbow trout strainswere
stocked on an experimental basis — the
Arlee strain starting in 2001 and the
Kamloops strain in 2003. The Arlees have
quickly been reaching catchable size and
we hope they’ll continue to augment the
nearshore fishery in coming years.

Brown trout fishing was hit-or-miss in
spring 2004, but improved in the fall.
Browns provide aconsistent nearshorefish-
ery during the cold months, especialy at
warm-water discharges and near river
mouths. In 2003 we stocked about 125,000
Seeforellen and 300,000 domestic brown
trout in southeast Wisconsin waters of Lake
Michigan.

Although the yellow perch populationin
Lake Michigan continues to be depressed,
fishing from the piers and shore was very
good at timesin spring and summer 2004.
The 1998 year classstill supportsthe great-
est percentage of the harvest, but the 2001
and 2002 year classes are beginning to show
up in catches as well.

Habitat improvements in many of our
harborsover thelast decade havetranslated
into increasing naturally reproducing popu-
lations of smallmouth bass and northern
pike, two species native to Lake Michigan.

Walleye are stocked in the Milwaukee
River as part of awalleye restoration plan
have shown good survival and high growth
rates.

Tributary fishing - October rains
brought a burst of cohos and Skamania
strain steelhead to the Root River Steelhead
Facility in Racine, where we met our goals
for coho egg collection.

Spring and fall steelhead runs have not
been strong in recent years, but anglerscan
generally look for Skamania in mid-Sep-
tember, Chambers Creek inlatefall and can
be found through March and early April,
and Ganaraska as early as late November
and December and again from late March
through April.

Asaways, the tributary fishery depends
on water temperature and flow conditions,
which trigger the upstream migration of
salmonids. If flow conditions improve in
2005 we expect agood tributary fishery.

For up-to-date fishing information, call
the Southern Lake Michigan Fishing
Hotline at 414-382-7920. To read infor-
mation about our Lake Michigan program
visit www.fishingwisconsin.org then look
under “Fisheries Program” to find “Lake
Michigan.”

— Pradeep Hirethota and Cheryl
Peterson, Southern Lake Michigan
fisheries, Milwaukee
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Southeast Region

Milwaukee River - Fishing opportuni-
ties for smallmouth bass in the River and
the Milwaukee Inner and Outer Harbors are
expected to be good. While smallmouth
bass recruitment and overall numbers re-
main high, larger quality sized fish remain
less frequent. Anglers are encouraged to
practice catch and release. Walleye resto-
ration efforts are continuing for the Mil-
waukee River Estuary so anglersshould not
be surprised if they land one. Spring and
fall steelhead, and fall runs of chinook and
coho salmon will provide steady action in
the lower reaches of the Menomonee and
Milwaukee rivers. Anglers contemplating
eating fish from Lake Michigan and tribu-
tary streams should consult the state’'s fish
consumption advisory. - W1 Wawr zyn, fish-
eries biologist, Milwaukee

Waukesha County

Despite stocking only two lakes in the
county with muskies — Pewaukee and
Okaucheelakes each get up to 3,000 musky
fingerlings annually — fishable musky
populations have developed in five others.

Recent surveys have estimated spawning
age musky populations of Pewaukee and
Okauchee lakes at 0.52 and 0.23 muskies
per surface acre, respectively. In spring
2004 DNR fisheries staff estimated the
Oconomowoc Lake musky population at
102 males and 64 females, equaling atotal
adult density of 0.22 per acre, nearly iden-
tical to that found in Okauchee Lake.

We've long suspected that some of the
stocked muskies migrate from Okauchee
Lake into the upstream waters of North
Lake and Pine Lake, and into the down-
stream waters of Oconomowoc Lake,
Fowler Lake and Lac LaBelle.

Nearby Pewaukee Lake, which has a
higher number of muskies, isin adifferent
watershed and not connected to the
Oconomowoc River lakes.

Spring spawning migrations offer the
chanceto see muskies bel ow the Okauchee
L ake dam on the Oconomowoc River and
the Barstow Street dam on the Fox River in
the City of Waukesha. But don't try to catch
them because the season opener is still sev-
eral weeks away. Despite the muskies go-
ing through the motions of spawning, DNR
has not seen evidence of natural reproduc-
tion in any of these southeast Wisconsin
lakes. All are maintained by stocking, ei-
ther directly or indirectly.

Lower Oconomowoc River - A recent
rehabilitation project is breathing new life
into an oft-overlooked resourcein southeast
Wisconsin. The Lower Oconomowoc River
between Lac La Belle and the Rock River
has|ong been plagued by an overabundance
of carp. The fish have suppressed plant
growth by rooting up valuable plantsto get
at insects, and tied up nutrients needed by
gamefish. Work began in summer 2003 with
installation of an electrical fish barrier to
prevent carp migrating into the
Oconomowoc River from the Rock. The
next phase was completed in fall 2004 when
rotenone, a fish toxicant, was used to kill
carp that remained in the Oconomowoc
River after gamefish, panfish and foragefish
were removed and held in pens. Once the
treatment was complete, the gamefish and
forage fish wererestocked to begin repopu-
lating the river with native fish. Additional
fish were stocked from other local waters,
and the restocking will continue through
2005 with more panfish and forage fish.
Already, plant growth has increased. There
islittle publicly ownedland along the Lower
Oconomowoc, but it is accessible via sev-
eral road crossings aslong as anglerseither
float it or wade in the water, and in future
years, can deliver hours of recreation and
often a stringer of nice fish.

- Susan Beyler, senior fisheries biologist,
Waukesha

Walworth County

Healthy self-sustaining largemouth bass
populations inhabit county lakes. DNR’s
electrofishing survey on Whitewater Lake
in spring 2004 caught largemouth bass at
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the rate of 55 per hour. Size structure was
excellent, with bass up to 21.1 inches.
Nearly two-thirds were legal size bass —
14 inches or larger. A fall 2004
electrofishing survey on Tripp L ake caught
76 bass per hour. Size structure was good,
with bassup to 19.4 inches, and 30 percent
14inchesor larger. Basswere caught at the
rate of 54 per hour during a spring 2004
electrofishing survey on Potters Lake, with
bass up to 18 inches long and more than
one-third over 14 inches.

LauderdaleL akes- DNR’ssmallmouth
bass stocking program on the Lauderdale
Lakes is beginning to pay off. Between
2001 and 2004, 45,298 DNR-raised small-
mouth fingerlings were stocked. Twenty-
two of these fish were collected during a
fall 2004 fish survey, and although they
aren’t legal size yet, their growth is good.
A few years from now, anglers can look
forward to another smallmouth bass angling
opportunity in the southeast region.

Delavan and Geneva lakes - Excellent
populations of walleye, smallmouth bass,
largemouth bass, and northern pike are
found on these lakes. DNR regularly stocks
both lakes with walleyes. Fish surveys on
Delavan Lake in 2004 collected walleyes
up to 23 inches long, and bass up to 18
inches long. More than one-quarter of the
walleyes were legal size —18 inches— or
larger. Lake trout are a bonus target on
Geneva Lake; about 20,000 are stocked
annually. Special regulations on Delavan
Lake and Geneva L ake help produce qual-
ity sizefish for anglers.

Other Walworth County waters - A
protected 12- to 16-inch slot size limit on
largemouth bass on Lake Beulah means
anglers can have a quality fishing experi-
ence here also.

DNR'’s habitat improvement and wild
trout stocking program on Bluff Creek pro-
vides anglerswith an excellent brown trout
fishing opportunity. Our fish surveys have
produced brown trout up to 22 incheslong.

Kenosha County

Vern Wolf Lake - DNR’s rehabilitation
of the fish community here continues with
plans to transfer more northern pike and
largemouth bassinto the lake in 2005. Fall
2004 fish surveys reveal ed abundant popu-
lations of bluegills, crappies, and yellow
perch. Most bluegillsin the sasmple were 5
incheslong with some up to 7 inches. Most
crappies and yellow perch were 6 inches
with some crappies reaching 7 inches.
Largemouth bass up to 14 inchesand north-
ern pikeup to 27 inches also were sampl ed.
Panfish and gamefish will continueto grow.
The 18-inch minimum sizelimit and 1 daily
bag limit on bass, and the daily bag limit
of 10 on panfish, should provide anglers
with quality fishing in the future.

Silver Lake - A good bet for walleyes,
largemouth bass, and muskellunge. DNR
stocks about 23,000 walleyes every other
year and 1,000 muskellunge every year.
Fish surveys have sampled musky up to 47
inches long. The 18-inch minimum size
limit and 1 daily bag limit on largemouth
bass gives anglers a chance to catch qual-
ity sizefish.

Fox River - The river supports a spring
and fall white bassrun. Channel catfish and
sheepshead can be caught throughout sum-
mer and fall.

Racine County

Browns L ake - This lake supports aro-
bust largemouth bass population. A fall
2004 DNR electrofishing survey produced
acatch rate of 110 per hour, with most bass
13 to 15 inches long. The specia 16-inch
minimum size limit provides anglers with
a quality fishing opportunity. Since start-
ing awalleye stocking program on Browns
Lake in 2002, DNR has stocked 84,049
walleyes. As the stocking program contin-
ues and the population grows, anglers in
the southeast region can anticipate an ad-
ditional walleye fishing spot in the future.

Other Racine County waters -
Rockland Lake, a 40-acre carry-in lake, is

Judy Kescenovitz of Hubertus, with daugh-
ter Debbie, displaysanice 7.5 pound large-
mouth bass caught fromWaukesha County’s
Pine Lakein 2004.

a good choice for largemouth bass, and,
withitsundevel oped shoreline, providesan
aesthetically pleasing fishing experience.
Tichigan and Wind Lakes are both stocked
with walleyes in aternate years and have
free DNR launches.

Fox River - Smallmouth bass anglers
should do well on the river between Roch-
ester and Burlington. If the smallmouth
aren’t biting, the channel cats probably are.

- Doug Welch, senior fisheries biologist,
Surtevant

Fond du Lac County

Long L ake - One of the best all-around
fishing lakes in Wisconsin's southeastern
corner is Long Lake near Dundee, in the
Kettle Moraine State Forest — Northern
Unit. It's aso one of the best panfish and
largemouth bass lakes around.

DNR’s 2004 fish popul ation survey con-
firmed the presence of good numbers of
bluegillsup to nineincheslong, good num-
bers of largemouth bass with an exception-
ally high average size, and a large number
of northern pike — most under the current
26-inch size limit. The survey also pro-
duced some nice yellow perch and many
quality size bullheads. Clearly, thelake has
a fish population that has the quality and
abundance that we look for throughout
Wisconsin.

Good quality fishing is available in the
early morning before boaters hit the lake at
10 am., and in the evening during the slow-
no-wake period.

- John E. Nelson, senior fisheries
biologist, Plymouth

Southeastern Wisconsin trout
streams

Nearly one-third of all Wisconsin resi-
dents live in this region and our lakes and
streams receive very heavy angling, but
they continue to produce great fish and a
variety of fishing opportunities, thanks in
large part to the efforts of our fisheries
managers, techniciansand hatchery person-
nel — and their willingness to try new ap-
proaches.

For trout anglers, we have quality fish-
ing opportunities from Walworth County’s
Bluff Creek al the way up to Sheboygan
County’s Onion River. Both streams have
gone from mediocre fisheries, at best, to
offering outstanding fishing opportunities
through habitat improvement efforts by our
fish biologists and technicians. Most of the
trout in these streams remain stocked fish;
but the managers are working on all kinds
of projects that should increase trout natu-
ral reproduction in the future. Other trout
fisheries not to be missed—Paradise
Springs Catch and Release Spring Pond
within the Kettle Moraine State Forest in
Waukesha County; Cedar Creek is nearing
trout stream status.

- Randy Schumacher, fisheries
supervisor, Waukesha



West Central Region

Black River Falls area

Fish population monitoring in the
lower river and in stretches above the
Black River Falls and Hatfield dams in
2004 showed strong populations of both
sport and rough fish species. Gaining
popularity is the annual Lake Arbutus
Carpfest, sponsored by the Hatfield
Sportsman Club and L ake Arbutus Asso-
ciation. It started in 2003 to help reduce
carp populations that local anglers and
residents feared were harming fish habi-
tat and water quality. If you fancy your-
self achampion carp angler, or just want
to have some fun and help out the cause,
bring your gear and a group of friendsto
Arbutusin July.

If carp aren’t your bag, spring crappie
and fall muskellunge fishing are al so popu-
lar and walleyefishing isusually best after
first ice when adult fish move out of the
upper Black River and East Fork of the
Black River into the lake.

A largepart of thisared sfishery resources
are coldwater trout streams. Restoration
projects, land acquisition efforts, and im-
proved land-use practices have improved
habitat, water quality, trout production, and
public accessibility. Stockwell Creek, Buffalo
River, Trempealeau River, and Tank Creek
are a few of the larger state fishing areas
which, combined, provideamost 3,000 acres
of public fishing grounds. Ongoing surveys
indicate areastreams should continue provid-
ing good trout fishing this year.

- Dan Hatleli, fisheries biologist, Black
River Falls

Portage County

Tomorrow River - Fish surveys above
and below the old dam at Nelsonville found
increased brown trout, with one-quarter in
the harvest slot — 10 to 13 inches— and a
few greater than 20 inches. Brook trout
catches were lower than that of browns, but
some fish are available for harvest. Work
progressed this past summer farther up-
stream on a new habitat project on the Ri-
chard Hemp Fishery Area near the County
Highway | access. The work is scheduled
to be done in 2005 and will increase avail-
abletrout habitat in nearly amile of stream.
It includes brush removal and bundling to
narrow the stream and increase depth and

velocities, installation of mini-lunker struc-
turesfor overhead cover, and log and boul-
der retards to create mid-channel cover.

Flume Creek - Stream improvements
were completed in 2003 on 7,000 feet of
the Flume and should improve conditions
for this Class 1 trout water. Work included
brush bundle placement to narrow and
deepen the channel, mini-lunker structures
to provide overhead cover, digger logs, K-
dams, boulder retards, and plunge poolsto
enhance mid-channel cover, and four sedi-
ment traps. This section holds primarily
brook trout, with an abundance of small fish
and a moderate number over the harvest
size of 9 inches. Access to the stream is
good; DNR maintains awell marked fish-
ing-only easement both above and below
Stoney Hill Road.

Stevens Point Flowage - This continues
to be a good choice for anglers seeking a
close destination with a variety of species.
The latest survey on the 2,093-acre flow-
agein 2002 indicated continued strong re-
cruitment of walleye. Thirty percent of the
444 walleye captured by a combination of
spring netting and summer electrofishing
wereat or above the 15-inch minimum size
limit. The flowage al so has a good popula-
tion of northern pike. A total of 213 north-
ern pike were collected with about 6 per-
cent at or above the 32-inch sizelimit. The
flowage has a good population of black
crappie with 45 percent at or above 10
inches. And, although poor catches were
observed during this survey, theflowage has
good numbers of smallmouth bass and a
continually improving channel catfish fish-
ery. With a combination of stocking by
DNR and local musky clubs, the musky
fishery continues to improve.

Marathon County

Plover River - DNR, in cooperation with
landowners and Trout Unlimited, in 2004
completed a stream restoration on 5,000
feet of the Plover River in Marathon County
from Highway 153 upriver. Theriver chan-
nel had filled up with sediment and wid-
ened as a result primarily of past farming
practices and logging operations. Thework
included installing wing deflectors to nar-
row and deepen the stream channel, in-
creasewater flows, decrease water tempera-

Taking the pulse of the Mighty Mississippi

How a monstrous, jumping Asian carp
may affect fish on the Upper Mississippi
River, and whether pesticides contaminate
fish caught in theriver are among questions
that may soon be answered through amas-
sive data collection effort by DNR fish,
water quality and other crews.

The sampling is part of a multi-state and
agency effort started in 2004 and funded
by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to assess the river’s condition, as

Shovelnose sturgeon, likethisone DNRfish
biologist Andy Bartels examines, were
among the fish sampled during a massive
2004 information collection effort to gauge
the health of the Upper Mississippi River.

well as that of the Midwest’s other “Great
Rivers,” the Ohio and the Missouri.

DNR’s Onalaska field station staff col-
lected fish and 14 other major types of river-
related information from the river between
Fountain City and Prairie du Chien.

Their work will provide DNR fish man-
agers and other resource managers infor-
mation to help them make decisions about
managing fisheries and other natural re-
sources. Importantly, they’ll gain new cat-
egoriesof information that DNR previously
did not collect as part of the federally
funded longterm monitoring the agency
participatesin on the river. Concentrations
of pesticides and heavy metalsin fish and
information about plankton, the micro-
scopic plants and animals that live in the
water, are among the new information col-
lected.

Plankton data, for instance, is expected
to help evaluate how the invasive bighead
and silver carp species making their way
upriver will affect young fish, paddlefish
and bigmouth buffalo by competing for
their food supply. Other information col-
lected could help fish mangers and anglers
gain insight about fish movements and
feeding patternsin the main channel.

EPA expectstoissueits Great Riversre-
port cards in late 2006, with a long-term
goal of establishing a refined monitoring
and reporting system that adozen states can
use to help evaluate how well they meet
federal requirementsto assuredl watersare
fishable and swimmable.

- Terry Dukerschein, water quality
biologist, Onalaska

tures and expose favorable substrate for
possible trout reproduction. Other work
included installing two islands and extend-
ing one natural island, strategically plac-
ing 300 large boulders, logs and other
woody debristo provide cover for fish, and
restoring flowing springs by cleaning out
the fallen tag alder or grass clogging the
springs. The work substantially increased
the amount of overhead and mid-channel
cover, created expansive areas of backwa-
ter where planting aquatic plants would
benefit waterfowl, deer, muskrats, and
songhirds as well as reptiles and amphib-
ians. Future stream surveys are planned to
evaluate the use of this habitat by trout and
we may boost the population by stocking
native brook trout in areas previously un-
inhabitable by trout.

Big Eau Pleine Reservoir - 2003 sur-
veys by a combination of treaty unit and
Central Wisconsin fish management staff
to estimate walleye abundance and evalu-
ate the 32-inch northern pike regulation
found that the adult walleye population has
continued to improve. The popul ation esti-
mate of 43,695 iswell over the 30,000 fish
estimated in 1999. About two-thirds of
these fish were between 12 and 14.9inches,
and 13 percent were at or above the 15-inch
minimum size limit. Walleye growth rates
were nearly identical to the statewide aver-
age; given the large numbers of walleye,
anglers should enjoy some success for the
next year or two.

A total of 1,375 adult northern pike were
captured, with small pike abundant. About 20
percent were 26 inches or greater, and 3 per-
cent were at or above the 32-inch size limit.
One 43-inch pike was captured, so there ap-
pearsto befuture opportunity for trophy fish.
Weintend to continueto usethisdatato eval u-
ate the 32-inch size limit and produce rec-
ommendations for thisfishery.

Although musky were not aprimary tar-
get of this survey, we did capture 44, of
which, 41 percent were 34 inches or longer.

Overall, the fishery is healthy and di-
verse. This survey also captured small-
mouth bass, largemouth bass, and discov-
ered white bass for the first time; the pres-
ence of two year classes of this speciesin-
dicates it could become more common in
future years. - Tom Meronek, fisheries bi-
ologist, Wausau; Jason Spaeth, fisheries
technician, Wisconsin Rapids

Wood and Portage counties

DNR netting surveys on the “Big Pete”
inApril 2003 — theWisconsin River’slarg-
est flowage — found excellent numbers of
awidevariety of gamefish and panfish spe-
cies. We feel the information is also appli-
cable to the nearby Castle Rock Flowage
since conditions on the two flowages are
nearly identical.

Walleye - Surveys captured 155 wall-
eyes, ranging in sizefrom 6 to 27.4 inches.
Fifty-eight percent were under 15 inches
and were protected, 34 percent werein the
harvest slot between 15 and 20 inches, and
8 percent werein the protected slot between
20 and 28 inches. No walleyes 28 inches
or larger were captured; the cold water en-
countered during the survey reduced the
walleye catch but increased our catch of
northern pike.

Walleye growth rates are excellent, ex-
ceeding the state average at every age. The
combination of excellent growth rates, and
excellent natural reproduction year after
year, alowsthe walleye popul ation to sus-
tain itself despite huge numbers of anglers
enjoying the year-round walleye fishing.

Northern pike - Northern pike popula-
tions have increased in numbers and aver-
agesizeasaresult of theonedaily bag limit
and 32-inch minimum sizelimit. 241 north-
ern pike were captured in the survey, rang-
ing from 9 inchesto 42.4 inches, with 82.9
percent under the 32-inch size limit and
17.7 percent over it. The survey’s timing
and extremely cold water favored northern
pikeand greatly increased our effectiveness
at capturing them. The survey determined
excellent northern pike growth rates com-
pared to the state average.
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M usky - Twenty-eight muskies captured
in the survey, ranged from 11.7 inches to
47.1 inches, with nearly two-thirds larger
than the existing 34-inch minimum size
limit. Wisconsin River muskies are capable
of reaching very large sizesdueto their fast
growth rates; all result from stocking by
DNR or angling clubs. Stocking pure strain
muskiesisvery expensive so relatively low
numbers are stocked. No evidence of natu-
ral reproduction has been found.

Bass- Largemouth and smallmouth bass
are both present, but cold water during our
survey led to only a small number being
captured. Unfortunately the winter draw-
downs, wave action, and carp makeit diffi-
cult for the aquatic vegetation that large-
mouth prefer to grow and the largemouth
bass numbers remain limited. Smallmouth
bass are better suited to the conditions of
the Petenwell Flowage. Anglers can expect
to find them anywherethereisrock and wa-
ter temps have warmed a bit. White bass
are also present but their numbers greatly
fluctuate year-to-year depending on year-
class strengths.

Catfish - Ten years ago channel catfish
were unheard of here, but they’ve become
common in the past five years and are
steadily increasing. Many of the catfish cap-
tured inthe survey werein the mid- 20-inch
sizerange and would be about 6 to 8 pounds.
Anglershavediscovered thisnew arrival and
are enjoying the fish's fighting ability.

On a cautionary note, anglers should be
reminded to follow consumption advice to
[imit exposure to PCBs in some fish from
the Petenwell Flowage.

Juneau County

Brewer Creek — DNR 2004 surveysto
evaluate a habitat improvement project
completedin 1992 captured 109 young-of-
the-year brook trout, indicating excellent
natural reproduction. The numbers of adult
brook trout larger than 4 inches increased
365 percent and legal-sized fish, those
greater than 7 inches, increased 400 per-
cent from a survey conducted before the
habitat work. Fish crews in 2005 plan a
project to maintain the habitat work done
in 1992 and to create some additional over-
head cover.

Adams County

Big Roche a Cri Creek - In 2003 and
2004, DNR installed 550 bundles of Christ-
mas trees, anchoring them to the stream
banks to cause the stream to narrow and
deepen. Thetreescreate excellent cover for
thetrout aswell. Stream surveys conducted
in 2004 have shown that total numbers of
brook trout have increased 17 percent, but
unfortunately, the number of legal sized fish
has decreased 15 percent when compared
to surveysfrom 1999. - Scott Ironside, fish-
eries biologist, Friendship
Dunn, St. Croix, Pierce and Pepin
county lakes and rivers

Largemouth bass densities are abundant
and trophy bass can be found in just about
any waterbody, with some of the best fish-
ingin Lake Mallalieu near Hudson, Spring
Valley Reservoir near Spring Valley, and
Bass Lake near Somerset.

Try Lake Menomin near Menomonie,
Nugget Lake near Plum City, and Pine Lake
near Baldwin for quality bluegill and black
crappie.

Area waters offering great smallmouth
bass fishing include Lake Menomin and
Tainter Lake near Menomonie, and
Riverdale Flowage near Somerset. Little
FallsLakein Willow River State Park near
Hudson has excellent bass populations,
however boat accessislimited to canoesor
rowboats.

Sport fish recruitment has been consis-
tent on Lake St. Croix. Walleye and sauger
fishing is best in the spring and fall while
smallmouth fishing peaks during summer.

A couple of musky waters deserve atten-
tion for producing trophy class fish: Cedar
Lake and the Apple River near Star Prairie
and Tainter Lake have 45- to 50-inch fish.

continued on page 12
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Major fishing regulations changes for 2005-2006

The complete 2005-2006 Guide to Ws-
consin Hook and Line Fishing Regulations
is available at DNR offices and license
agents. It also can be found in portable
document format (.pdf) on DNR’sWeb site
(http://www.dnr.wi.gov), then use the drop
down topic menu and click on “fishing
regulations’ or contact the Bureau of Fish-
eries Management and Habitat Protection
at (608) 267-7498 for more details.

The following new major rule changes
take effect April 1, 2005, unless noted:

Muskellunge — The minimum length
limit for muskellunge on the Wisconsin
River from the Castle Rock dam (Adams/
Juneau county) upstream through Wood
County to the Dubay dam in Portage
County increases to 45 inches.

Catfish — The daily bag limit drops to
10 in total for catfish on the Lower Wis-
consin River from theWisconsin Dellsdam
in Columbiaand Sauk counties downstream
through Dane, lowa, Richland, Grant and
Crawford counties.

Motor Trolling —Motor trolling will be
eliminated on the Wolf river from its mouth
at Lake Poygan upstream to the dam in the
city of Shawano, and all its tributaries up-
stream to the first dam, including Cincoe
and Partridge lakesin Winnebago, Waupaca,
Outagamie and Shawano counties.

Boundary Waters — The minimum
length limit for muskellunge increasesto
50 inches on the Menominee River along
the state’s Wisconsin/Michigan boundary
from the Hattie Street dam downstream
to the eastern end of the breakwalls in
Green Bay.

Special regulations by county

Size and/or bag limits that differ from
the statewide rules have been established
on the following waters:

Barron/Dunn counties — Size restric-
tions for trout on Knapp Pond have been
removed. In addition, trout regulations on
Connors Creek, Little Vance Creek, South

Fork Hay River, and Upper Pine Creek
downstream from the Dallas flowage have
been standardized across county lines. The
bag limit for trout decreases to three in to-
tal and the minimum length limit increases
to 8 inches for brook trout and 12 inches
for brown and rainbow trout. These regu-
|ations take effect March 1, 2005.

Dane County — The Wingra creek ref-
uge extends to May 15.

Eau Claire County — Thedaily bag limit
for panfish drops to 10 in total on Lake
Altoona.

Jackson County — Trout regulationsthat
previously changed only because they
crossed the Trempeal eau/Jackson county
linewill be standardized. The bag limit for
trout decreases to three in total and the
minimum length limit increasesto 9inches
on Big Slough and Schermerhorn creeks.
The bag limit for trout decreases to three
in total and the minimum length limit in-
creases to 8 inches for brook trout and 12
inches for brown and rainbow trout on
Washington Coulee creek. These regula-
tions take effect March 1, 2005.

L afayette County — The harvest slot
limit for catfish and walleye on'Yellowstone
Lake increases to aminimum of 15 inches
and a maximum of 18 inches.

Lincoln County — New fish refuges are
established from March 1 to the opening
day of the general gamefish season on the
Little Somo River and the Tomahawk River.

Manitowoc County — The minimum
length limit increases to 18 inches and the
bag limit decreasesto oneintotal for bass;
the daily bag limit decreases to 10 in total
for panfish; and the minimum length limit
increases to 18 inches and the daily bag
limit decreases from five in tota to three
for walleye on Silver Lake.

M onroe County — Trout regul ations that
previously changed only because they
crossed the Monroe/Jackson county line
will be standardized. The bag limit for trout

decreasesto threein total and the minimum
length limit increases to 9 inches on Clear
and Ranch creeks. These regulations take
effect March 1, 2005.

Rusk County — The minimum length
limit decreases to 15 inches and the daily
bag limit increasesto five in total for wall-
eye, sauger and hybrids (reverts back to
statewide regulations) in Sand lake.

Taylor County — The no minimum
length limit with a 14 to 18-inch protected
slot for walleye, sauger and hybridswill be
eliminated and regulations revert back to
the statewide 15-inch minimum length limit
on Rib Lake.

Trempeauleau County — Trout regula-
tionsthat previously changed only because
they crossed the Buffalo/Trempeal eau
county line will be standardized. The bag
limit for trout decreasesto threein total and
the minimum length limit increases to 9
inches on Kilness and Sport Valley creeks.
Trout regulations that previously changed
only because they crossed the Eau Claire/
Trempeal eau county line also will be stan-
dardized. The bag limit for trout decrease
to three in total and the minimum length
limitincreasesto 9inchesLindsay, Big and
Pine creeks. These regulations take effect
March 1, 2005.

Vilas County — The minimum length
limit will increaseto 30 inchesfor laketrout
on Black Oak Lake. These regulation take
effect March 1, 2005.

Waupaca County —New fishrefugesare
established from April 1 through April 15
at 3 locations on the Little Wolf River.

Walworth County — Motor trolling is
allowed on all waters

Washington County — The minimum
length limit increases to 18 inches and the
daily bag limit decreasesto oneintotal for
bass, and the daily bag limit decreases to
10 intotal for panfish on Erler Lake.

- Patrick Schmalz, treaty fisheries
coordinator, Madison

Interested in passing on your love for
fishing to a new generation? DNR's
Angler Education workshops train adults
to offer fishing programsin their
communities and give them free materials
they can use to teach their own angler
education courses or start after-school
fishing clubs. For a schedule of work-
shops or to learn how you can schedule
Theresa Sabo, DNR's aquatic resources
educator, to conduct a workshop in your
area, call (608) 266-2272 or visit

www.fi shingwisconsin.org and look under
“ Kids, Parents, Educators!”

LI Chetk Yes!

Invest in Wisconsin’s Lakes

Our lakes are some of Wisconsin's
greatest “Natural Resources.”
Help ensure their health for generations to
come by donating $1 when purchasing your
fishing license or boat registration.

Tell the license vendor that you
want to give $1 to lake research.
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Studies stress need to follow fish
consumption advisories

Separate new studies suggesting that
some Wisconsinites may have unhealthy
mercury levels in their bodies and linking
mercury exposure to heart disease are spur-
ring state health and fish officials to urge
all peoplewho regularly eat fishtoread and
follow the state’ sfish consumption advisory.

The advisory containsrecommendations
for how many meals of certain fish people
can safely eat from Wisconsin waters to
gain the benefits of eating fish whilereduc-
ing exposure to environmental contami-
nants. Wisconsin's advisory also contains
recommendations regarding consumption
of store-bought fish.

“These studies provide a good reminder
of why it’simportant for all people, regard-
less of their age or gender, to follow
Wisconsin's advice for eating fish caught
from our lakes and rivers,” says Candy
Schrank, a Department of Natural Re-
sources toxicologist who coordinates
Wisconsin's fish consumption advisory,
which DNR issues with the Department of
Health and Family Services. “ People who
buy fish from a store also need to evaluate
how much fish they are eating.”

Preliminary study resultsfrom aDepart-
ment of Health and Family Services
(DHFS) study, aswell asanecdotal reports,
indicate that some Wisconsin residents are
eating game fish species more frequently
than recommended, whether it's fish they
catch, buy at the store or both.

Based on analysis of more than 1,000
hair samples from Wisconsin residents, 14
percent of women and 23 percent of men
have high mercury levels, according to Dr.
Lynda Knobeloch, the lead DHFS re-
searcher. Those proportions may change as
the study analyzes hair samples from the
additional 1,000 subjects sought.

m Fish Wisconsin! www.fishingwisconsin.org

Wisconsin is one of more than 40 states
that issues advice to people to limit their
fish meals to reduce exposure to mercury
that enters lakes primarily from airborne
sourcesincluding power plants, is absorbed
by fish and other wildlife, and ultimately,
by the people who eat the fish. Nearly all
Wisconsin lakes and rivers are covered by
the same general consumption advice. In
addition, some 90-plus waters with higher
mercury levels carry specific advice, and
about 50 waters carry specific consumption
advice to reduce risks from exposure to
PCB-contaminated fish.

Wisconsin issues separate recommenda-
tions for women of childbearing years and
children younger than 15, and for older
women and men. This two-tier advice re-
flects that developing fetuses are more at
risk from mercury because of the sensitiv-
ity of the developing nervous system, but
alsothat adults' cardiovascular andimmune
systemsmay be affected by exposureto low
levels of mercury over their lifetime.

Concerns about mercury’s effects on
adults, in fact, are deepening in light of re-
cent European studies strengthening the
link between consumption of mercury-con-
taminated fish and heart disease. Such re-
search, Knobeloch says, underscores the
need to follow Wisconsin's fish consump-
tion advice.

Wisconsin's fish consumption advisory,
“Choose Wisely - ahealth guide for eating
fish in Wisconsin,” can be found online at
www.fishingwisconsin.org, under “Wis-
consin Fish,” and “Consumption Advice’
or it can be obtained from DNR service cen-
ters.

West Central Region

continued from page 11

Northern pike fishing remains spotty in
most lakes, however Lake Menomin is a
consistent producer of medium-size pike.

Smallmouth bass, walleye and sauger are
common in the highly scenic stretch of the
Chippewa River downstream from Eau
Claireto the Mississippi River near Pepin.
Catfishing is best downstream with a few
trophy flatheads lurking in flooded timber
near the Mississippi River. Few anglersare
aware of asignificant musky populationin
the Eau Claire area.

The Red Cedar River upstream from
Tainter Lake will continue to provide high
quality fishing opportunities for small-
mouth bass, walleye and northern pike, with
angling best in spring before vegetation
becomes abundant. Smallmouth bass, wall-
eye, catfish and northern pike are common
on the St. Croix River near Somerset with
an excellent size structure.

Dunn, Pepin, Pierce and St. Croix
County trout streams

Another phenomenal trout fishing sea-
son is forecast for 2005.

Pierce County streams provide outstand-
ing brook and brown trout fishing, with the
Kinnickinnic, Rush and Trimbelle rivers
and Plum, Cady, Lost and |sabelle creeks
good choicesin 2005. A major brook trout
restoration project completed on Cady
Creek near EImwood has resulted in new
angler access to severa miles of tremen-
dous wild brook trout habitat. Dam outlet
modifications have improved water tem-
peratures, and habitat improvement will
continue into 2005. Trout anglers can an-
ticipate major improvementsin brown trout
fishing near Spring Valley.

Outstanding wild brown trout fishing
continues on the Kinnickinnic. Two years
after a 10- to 14-inch protected slot size
limit was installed, recent surveys have
shown that the average trout size has in-
creased substantially, with many fish reach-
ing thed ot length. Small trout remain abun-
dant and anglers are encouraged to take a
limit of trout under the slot. An occasional
20-inch brown trout remains a possibility
in 2005.

Wild brook trout will be plentiful in the
headwaters of Wilson Creek, Gilbert Creek,
Knights Creek and the South Fork of the
Hay River. Restoration of Gilbert Creek
began in 2003 and most likely will continue
during the next severd years. Abundant wild
brown trout can be found throughout Elk
Creek. Anglersfishing inthe Glenwood City
area should find Tiffany and Beaver creeks
excellent choices for wild brook trout.

The best trout streamsto target this year
in the Pepin county area are Arkansaw,
Little Bear and Plum creeks. The potential
to catch aquality-sized brook trout greater
than 12 inches exists due to ample forage
and excellent growth rates. Lower Plum
Creek is slowly improving; although trout
densities are low, quality brown trout can
be found there.

- Marty Engel, senior fisheries biologist,
Baldwin

2005 Wisconsin Fishing Report

Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources
Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707

Writer/editor: Lisa Gaumnitz
Graphic Design: Georgine Price, Madcat Sudio

orT &,
§
& 3

‘% Z

O

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources pro-
vides equal opportunity in its employment, programs,
services and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan.
If you have any questions, please write to Equal Oppor-
tunity Office, Department of the Interior, Washington,
D.C. 20240.

Thispublication isavailablein alternate format (large
print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Call 608-
267-7498 for more information.

@ Printed on Recycled Paper

GP1/05



